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John Keegan's boolntelligence because intelligence traveled tooverbal map, rich in details, yet also
and War: Knowledge of the Enemyslowly to confer any real-time advan-clear in expositiof.
From Napoleon to Al-Qaedean tage® Keegan can capture a relatively
best be described as a thoroughgo- Even when intelligence is com- minor figure in history, such as Cap-
ing critique of the contemporary plete, it can be virtually without tain Thomas Troubridge, one of
fetish for looking at intelligence as avalue. The British possessed neaNelson’s favorites, in a few deft
silver bullet that will win battles, perfect knowledge of what the Ger-strokes. Keegan also has a quiet wit,
capture terrorists, and successfullynans were going to do in Crete inas for example, when he comments
resolve crisesKeegan casts a skep-1941. Keegan says, “OL 2/302 [theon the scholars who accompanied
tic's eye on intelligence. He statescrucial ENIGMA decrypt that re- Napoleon on his campaign to Egypt:
“In the familiar campaigning grounds vealed German plans] was an almostSome of the academics who were to
of Europe, during the great wars ofcomprehensive guide to Operatioraccompany the expedition began to
the French Revolution and Napole-Merkur, one of the most completeboast, a notorious failing of clever
onic empire (1792-1815), intelligencepieces of timely intelligence ever tomen leading unimportant livesThe
rarely brought victory solely by its fall into the hands of an enemy. method Keegan uses to prove his
own account? Merkus revealed the timing of thesis is also interesting. It is best
The book’s central theme is sim-the attack, the objectives, and thdlescribed as “Clausewitzian” even
ply that knowledge is not power. strength and composition of the atthough the Prussian philosopher of
Power alone is power, and in a seriegacking force. Moreover, as the sucWwar is never mentioned in the book.
of eight incisive case studies, framectess of Merkur depended on surThe strange, unanswered questions
with introductory and concluding prise—as all airborne operationsof Intelligence and Warthen, are
chapters, Keegan seeks to demonmust do—the revelation of the op-these: has Keegan rethought Carl
strate this tautology. eration order to General [Bernard]von Clausewitz, or has he somehow
The case studies begin in therreyperg [the Allied commander] wastinconsciously appropriated Clause-
19th century with Admiral Horatio particularly damning? witz’s ideas and insights?
Nelson’s victory on the Nile and * Nonetheless, the Germans won Readers might recall Keegan’s
General Stonewall Jackson’s Valleythe pattle of Crete. Keegan particu-1994 bookA History of Warfarein
Campaign in 1862. Keegan alsoarly demonstrates how limited wasWhich he makes a sweeping attempt
cites three 20th-century case studieghe value of intelligence before U.S.t0 grasp the nature of waklis the-
of naval campaigns or battles, covyrgops deployed to Iraq. KeeganSis i that war is not an instrument
ering the use of wireless in navalsays “A potential international law- Of statescraft so much as an expres-
engagements in World War | andpyeaker had been obliged to open higion of culture. In presenting his war-
analyzing the battles of the Atlan-pqrqers to officially sponsored inves-aS-cultural expression idea, Keegan
tic and Midway during World War tigators of his suspected Wrong-do-also presents his dissent—and out-
Il. He also looks at the 1941 battleing and yet they remained unable t ight disdain—for Clausewitz. In the
of Crete and the use of human in‘dispel the uncertainties surroundingirSt sentence of the book he asserts:
telligence in the effort to discover pis intentions and capabilities. In ‘War is not a continuation of policy
Nazi Germany’s secret WeaponS;pepiytely optimum conditions, in by other means®”
programs. He concludes with a 100kgp ot intelligence had failed.” ' Keegan goes on to say thatAn
at developments of military in- T o History of Warfarethat Clausewitz’s
telligence after 1945, focusing espeRethinking Clausewitz? influence on military theory and on
cially on the 1982 Falk-land Islands Intelligence and Wais in many the course of world events has been
war. ways a deft and readable bookdisastrous: “The purpose of war was
To Keegan, intelligence is, at bestKeegan powerfully demonstratesto serve a political end; the nature of
an enabler; it cannot in itself bringthe limits of military intelligence in war was to serve only itself. By con-
victory. For example, he notes thateach case study. His narrative skilclusion, his logic ran, those who
even during the Spanish Peninsulais evident throughout, and his won-make war an end to itself are likely
War, when one would think intelli- derful one-paragraph description ofto be more successful than those
gence would have been of most usehe Shenandoah Valley could be invho seek to derate its character for
it seldom brought an edge simplyan operations order; it is a superlpolitical purposes. The peace of that
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most peaceful of century [sic] in Eu-judgment and stand like rock onClausewitz mentions over 50 times in
ropean history was held ransom tavhich the waves break in vaif.” On War:“A center of gravity is al-
this subversive idea, which bubbledClausewitz’s estimation of intelli- ways found where the mass is con-
and seethed like the flux of an activegence and the role of the commandetentrated most densely. It presents
volcano beneath the surface ofare consistent with the rest 8ih the most effective target for a
progress and prosperitf.” War. Friction and fog obscure the blow.”

In Intelligence and Wathowever, value of technology. The individual Keegan repudiates the Sun Tzu-
Keegan proves his thesis regardingommander’s sense, coup d’oeil, andnspired idea of dispersion and de-
the limited utility of using intelligence moral courage are far more critical toceit as keys to winning battles and
to win wars by using Clausewitzianwinning a battle. wars. In the sixth case study he
language. Keegan states, “Only force In Intelligence and Warkeegan notes the needless hypercomplexity
finally counts.™ Near the end of the views commanders in much the samef the Japanese operational methods
book, he asserts, “War is ultimatelyway as does Clausewitz. Oftenduring the Battle of Midway: “They
about doing, not thinking. The Keegan presents two opposing comhad failed to rid themselves . . . of
Macedonians beat the Persians ananders as if they are the only onegncient Asian notions of the value of
Gaugemela in 331 B.C., not becausho really matter: “In what may be complexity and diffusion? Keegan
they took the enemy by surprise . . characterized crudely as a personaihows that Admiral Osami Nagumo's
but by the ferocity of their on- struggle between [British Prime Min- fate at Midway was not decided by
slaught.?2 This sounds much like the ister Winston] Churchill and [German superior U.S. intelligence but by his
Prussian philosopher-general, whaGrand Admiral Karl] Dénitz,” Keegan inability to grasp the enemy’s center
believed in defeat by arms throughasserts that throughout the battle o®f gravity?? Nagumo vacillated over
decisive clashes, not through Surthe Atlantic (September 1939 to De-Whether the center of gravity was
Tzu-like stratagems of trickery andcember 1941), “Churchill can . . . beMidway Island or the U.S. fleet that
deception, and not through Jominiarseen to have been outbuilding andvas protecting the island. Clearly it
demonstrations of tactical finesse. outchartering Donitz:® was the latter, especially given that

Keegan elsewhere uses language An English predilection for seafar- the thrust of Japanese strategy was
that is even more explicitly Clause-ing cannot be the only reason whyto destroy the U.S. fleet in the Pacific,
witzian: “War alwaystends toward Keegan devotes at least half his booROt Simply to secure the island. At
attrition, which is a@ompetitionin in-  to sea battles. Clearly Keegan usethe critical juncture, Nagumo commit-
flicting and bearing bloodshed, andsea battles because they have aféd the fatal error of diffusion: he
the nearer attrition approaches to thevays better illustrated head-to-heacought to attack Midway Island it-
extreme the less thought count&” clashes of wills between individual Self. Later, on hearing that the U.S.
Keegan sounds as if he has adoptecommanders than have land battledle€t really was nearby, he com-
a theory of war that might be called The only outright intelligence suc- Pounded his error by trying to take
“hyper-Clausewitzian.” Apparently, cess Keegan includes in the entird€ island and to attack the U.S. fleet
Keegan has taken Clausewitz's ide®ook is his second case study ofsimultaneously
of absolute war—the purely theoreti-Jackson’s 1862 Shenandoah Valley !N the study of the German Crete
cal model that Clausewitz developedCampaign. Jackson, the epitome of2MPaign in May 1941, Keegan again
to capture the logic of war in the the Clausewitzian commander, is selfPCINts out the danger of failing to
abstract—one step further by assumeontained and Napoleonic. He holdgr@sp the Schwerpunkt. The British
ing this abstract, idealistic notion ac-no councils of war with subordinatesdéfenders knew quite well that the
tually applies to the reality of wér. or staff. He relies on his own judg- S€rmans were going to invade Crete.
This irony is compounded when onement, intuition, and innate genius €Y knew when it would occur and
considers that this conflation of ab-(the coup d'oeil). He masses troopd?hat the German order of battle
solute war and real war—the thing heat decisive points. And he clearlyWould fble. Theh co:ar_ageous 5}”3 t;e-
attributes to Clausewitz as being perrecognizes the linkage between WaEOurce lljBB”t'S ds|(:) |etr)s Were led by
nicious—he seems now to accept. and politics: his soldiers wreak farngvcr?;% fo?mgrpersrgﬁa?[)%éseTya%?
Keegan and Clausewitz greater psychological havoc in WaSh'the Germans won. They realized that

on “Command” ington, .C., than the size of his forcethe center of gravity—the focal point

Just as Keegan does, Clausewit§hOUId have have allowéd. to the entire airborne assault—was
likewise refers to intelligence skepti- Keegan and the Maleme airfield. They fought ruth-
cally: “Many intelligence reports in Center of Gravity lessly to secure it, going so far as to

war are contradictory; even more are The real tactical (and at times stramake nearly suicidal crash landings
false; and most are uncertaifiThis tegic) blunders Keegan describes aref glider troops onto it. Freyberg and
kind of information is inherently “un- not, by implicit admission, intelli- his subordinates, who lacked that
reliable and transient? Far more gence failures. They are failures tauthless clarity, abandoned the air-
important for Clausewitz is the goodmass decisively, but more importantfield and, in so doing, lost the island.
sense of a commander “guided bythey are ultimately failures by com-Keegan writes, “[A] defending

the laws of probability” who keeps manders to grasp the enemy’s cerforce . . . however well informed it

his head and who must “trust hister of gravity—the Schwerpunkt may be of the general risk, is at a
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disadvantage against an enemy whior the past 10 years or ¥oBut at
least inintelligence andWar the g
Prussian general's ideas are set fortfimesprorand of e resicions mposed on

has his aim clearly in mind?’

A Clausewitzian Critique
Intelligence and Wais an effec-
tive, even powerful critique of the
current craving after technological
gimmicks and James Bond-like ploy:
that will somehow save the United

States and its Allies from peril or de-
struction. In Keegan’ lysis, what NOTES

* gan S ana ySIS’ W a 1. John Keegan, Intelligence and War: Knowledge of the
matters more than teChn0|Ogy IS a:'ner?)é(l)—'(l)'gm Napoleon to Al-Qaeda (New York: Alfred A.
commander’s unique abilities, the use "% e 1s.
of sheer force, and the ability to mass 3 b 10

that force decisively at the right place 3 e 35

- 7. Ibid, 45.
to force defeat. Keegan does not a.r 8. Kleegan, A History of Warfare (New York: Alfred A.
gue that these are outdated or quaimbop, 19), 3.

Ibid.

notions of a rapidly fading world of 15 g 21.22. _
nation-states. Keegan could have i} {{ee, inefgence and was 349

i indi- 13. k , Intell and War, 321.
argued, contra C|aUSEW|tZ, that Indl 14. Ib?t?.g,lngZS-réO.lﬁ?agcg.}ean migh?rbe considered a disciple

vidual mil Ital’y prowess counts |@SSof Clausewitz as interpreted by the military scholar Azar Gat

H ; .in The Origins of Military Thought (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
than a Vaflety of |mper50na| fOfCGS,lggg), Ga?contends% Claugew(nz’s aim in writing On War

as to create a text for annihilative warfare and that he held
that cultural factors p l ay a g reate r*a,’\.lbsolute war as a conceptualization that did not simply exist

rO|e than a Commandel”s W|||, that OFr in the mind but as a potentiality a commander should strive
. . for. But if Clausewitz advocated such “knockout” wars, why all
deception and cunning mean a$e disincion in On Warbetween absolute and real war? And

much as brute force and relentleSShme s s o imid ayrhedwas a e anes

ness. But he does not. 15. Carl von Clausewitz, On War, trans. and ed. Michael

Howard and Peter Paret (New Jersey: Princeton University

‘Clausewitzian."MR

18. Keegan, Intelligence and War, 244.

19. On War, 102. In Clausewitz's discussion of military
genius, he says “Coup d'ceil therefore refers not alone to the

ysical but, more commonly, to the inward eye. . . . Stripped
by the phrase,
e concept merely refers to the quick recognition of a truth

. th
by one Of hIS most nOted de“ac”thallhemindwouldordinarilymissorwouldperoeiveonlyaf—
tors. Whether Keegan has change
his mind about Clausewitz or not, 2L Keegan, inteligence and War, 208,

o long study and reflection.”
20. Ibid., 485.

22. | am cognizant of the current debate over the applica-

his book can Certainly be calledton of centers of gravity in U.S. warfighting doctrine. Claim-

ing no expertise whatever, | rely on LTC Antulio Echevarria
II's essay, “Clausewitz's Center of Gravity: Its Not What We
Thought,” Naval War College Review (Winter 2003): 118, for
providing focus to my thoughts on the subject.

23. Keegan, Intelligence and War, 213.

24. lbid., 179.

25. The “unholy trinity” of Clausewitz debunkers are
Keegan, Martin van Creveld, in The Transformation of War
(New York: The Free Press, 1991), and Edward Luttwak, in
“Towards Post-Heroic Warfare,” Foreign Affairs (May/June
1995): 109-22. These three are the most famous military schol-
ars to have publicly attacked Clausewitz. Van Creveld's The
Transformation of War was a dramatic reversal of his previ-
ous stance on Clausewitz. See Michael I. Handel, ed., “The
Etemal Clausewitz,” Clausewitz and Modem Strategy (Lon-
don: Frank Cass, 1986). Luttwak’s newer stance is quite in
contrast with much of his previous work, especially Strategy:
The Logic of War and Peace (Cambridge, MA: Belknap
Press, 1987).

Other writers, less known in the fields of military history and
scholarship, also have joined in what one might call a revi-
sionist chorus, perhaps taking their cues from the work of the
above scholars. For example, in Blood Rites: Origins and His-
tory of the Passions of War (New York: Henry Holt & Co.,
Inc., 1997,), journalist Barbara Ehrenreich dismisses
Clausewitz on the first page for conceiving war as a rational
act (the same page, interestingly enough, that has an epigraph
from The Transformation of War). She says, “The Napole-
onic Wars, which bore along with them the rationalist spirit of
the French Revolution, inspired the Prussian officer Carl von
Clausewitz to propose that war itself is an entirely rational un-
dertaking, unsullied by human emotion”(7). Anyone with even
an elementary understanding of Clausewiz can see however,
that Clausewitz did not propose this at all. He states early on
in On Warthat “it would be an obvious fallacy to imagine war

between civilized peoples as resulting merely from a rational
act on the part of their govemments and to conceive of war as
gradually ridding itself of passion”(76).

Debunking Clausewitz and his Press, 1964), 117.

ideas has been a cottage industryii )

McClernand: Politician in Uniform

Lieutenant Colonel Edwin L. Kennedy, Jr.
U.S. Army, Retired, Leavenworth, Kansas

Lieutenant Colonel Richard L. well for an amateur. He secured hisnemies outside his immediate com-
Kiper, U.S. Army, Retired, has won commission as a senior leader solelynand and precipitated massive
two prestigious awards for his bookthrough political connections in Illi- problems with his commander, Gen-
Major General John Alexander nois. He had no prior military train- eral Ulysses S. Grant, who held
McClernand: Politician in Uniform ing as a leader and had seen onliyicClernand in low esteem.

(Ohio: The Kent State University minimal service during the Black McClernand believed a West Point
Press, 1999). He received the 199%awk war. cabal was responsible for many of his
Fletcher Pratt Literary Award for the McClernand reputably organizeddifficulties. Kiper, a West Point

best nonfiction book about the Civil and led his brigade, division, and fi-graduate himself, provides a bal-
War and the 1999-2000 Alexandemally, corps in skirmishes and battlesanced and fair view of how West
McClurg Award for the best publica- of the Western Theater. Within 5Pointers obviously did much to stifle
tion about lllinois in the Civil War. months of the beginning of hostili- and ruin McClernand’s career. Using

Kiper’s book fills an important gap ties, McClernand had achieved thestrong circumstantial evidence, Kiper
in the history of the Civil War, and rank of brigadier general. In light of shows that, for not so thinly veiled
the Fletcher Pratt award is certainlythe times and the rapid growth ofmilitary reasons, Grant and Generals
well deserved. The book, which isthe U.S. Army, this was not unusual William Tecumseh Sherman and
informative and well researched,but his penchant for political man- James Birdseye McPherson were out
chronicles and analyzes McCler-nerisms irritated his peers and senioto rid the Army of McClernand.
nand’s war service. officers, who resented McClernand’s The book’s strength is its insight-

Voted by war scholars as one oflllinois connections to Presidentful analyses and its extensive bibli-
the 10 ugliest (in appearance) UniorAbraham Lincoln. ography. Kiper offers perspectives
generals, McClernand succeeded re- A seemingly “fast study,” McCler- that only seasoned soldiers can
markably well for a politician cum nand quickly picked up the sciencehave. His insight into tactical and op-
soldier, who disproved the maxim thatof war. However, his inability to erational decisions is rather unique
“war is too serious an endeavor formaster the art of military customsin bibliographical works of Civil War
amateurs.” McClernand did extremelyand traditions caused him to makegenerals. Kiper aptly shows that
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McClernand, even though he washis tongue precipitated his relief.cellent lessons to those who wish
largely successful on the battlefield,Grant made no apology for removingto advance their careers through
made some bad decisions off théMicClernand and promptly replacedself-aggrandizement. His downfalll
battlefield. His constant correspon-him with a West Pointer, which only came when he violated chain-of-
dence to Washington, D.C., aggrabolstered McClernand’s sense ofcommand prerogatives once too of-
vated Lincoln and Secretary of Warparanoia. With his reputation tar-ten. Grant became his lifelong adver-
Henry Stanton, who often did not re-nished, McClernand eventuallysary, and like Grant’s other nemesis,
spond to McClernand’s messagesiegained command of his corps, leadGeneral William Starke Rosecrans, a
and produced the opposite reactionig it during minor actions in Louisi- fellow West Pointer, McClernand's
than McClernand had intended.ana and Texas before he became sgartime service is not remembered
McClernand’s bitter recriminations seriously ill that he had to be re-for its successes as much as for
about how he was treated garnereglaced. its failures.
little support from Stanton or Lincoln  Had McClernand been able to The U.S. Army has changed sub-
who, in true political form, “hung muzzle his ego, he might have bestantially since the Civil War, and full-
McClernand out to dry.” come one of the war’s more outstandtime professional soldiers continue to
Kiper's in-depth coverage of ing Union generals. McClernand'sbe the foundation of a professional
McClernand’s corps during the unbridled ambition is no different military. However, Kiper’s book
Vicksburg Campaign, which becamefrom that displayed by some seniorshows that McClernand’s citizen-
McClernand’s undoing, is the high-officers today. Yet, his lack of hu- soldier traits of volunteerism and
light of the book. McClernand’s in- mility and over-zealous desire to bepatriotism are also important to the
ability to practice humility and hold his own best advocate provides exsuccess of the nation’s military.

"*"Bookshelf

Suggested Reading for Military Professionals

Major Dennis P. Chapman
U.S. Army, Fort Sam Houston, Texas

The U.S. Marine Corps’ book, But the most important reason forhabit of lifelong learning. | also want
Warfighting tells us that “Self-study not being able to find good military- to offer readers a different perspec-
in the art and science of war is atelated material is the officer corps’tive on a few familiar titles as well as
least equal in importance—andunintentional reticence to share whabthers that might otherwise escape
should receive at least equal time—we learn from our professional read-the reader’s notice.
to maintaining physical condition . . .ing and study. In this omission, we  In the superb bookust and Un-
after all, an officer'rincipal weapon forfeit much of what we might gain just Wars , Michael Walzer proceeds
is hismind.™ from our efforts. from an essentially antiwar position

During my recent work as an As-  The reading itself is not where therooted in opposition to the Vietham
sistant Professor of Military Sciencechief benefit lies; it is in the subse-war Nonetheless, Walzer’s incisive
at Michigan State University (MSU), quent development of what we readanalysis of the ethics of war gets to
| compiled a short, annotated bibli-through discussion and debate wittthe heart of profoundly important
ography that could be of interest toour peers. In the words of Robert Hideas about the moral and ethical
military professionals, especially jun- Scales, Jr., “Dialogue and debateconsiderations in the conduct of
ior officers. While at MSU | sought especially in times of dynamic warfare. Some of us have already
to foster in cadets an interest in conchange, are indispensable for develreached and accepted some of his
tinuing intellectual growth and devel- oping and refining ideas. From theseconclusions on an intuitive level.
opment through professional read-debates spring the seeds of chang®#hether you agree with his argu-
ing. | discovered that from the cadet'dO]nly through a reasoned and vig-ments or not, this book is still valu-
perspective, the pool of professionalrous give-and-take will we be ableable because it enunciates his ideas
material is rather limited and aimed at0 refine the ideas that are vital to then a clear, concise, thought-provok-
a mass audience. Most offer little in-continued evolution of our army asing form that is accessible and use-
tellectual content or literary value. Towe prepare for war in the twenty-firstful, not just to legal scholars and
bridge the gap, | gave the studentsentury.” philosophers, but to the thoughtful,
a professional reading list drawn from  This bibliography is not definitive informed layman as well.
books that | found useful. of course. There are thousands of Victor Suvorov, a Soviet defector

Learning to track down good valuable books available to military using a pseudonym, wrotaside
books takes practice, especially orprofessionals. My aim is to encour-the Soviet Army , published in
topics of interest to Army officers. age young officers to get into the1982, in the bitterly disillusioned tone

MILITARY REVIEW 1 March - April 2004 63



of a one-time true believer who dis-for all young officers and noncom- in their own right.

covers that his cause has been missioned officers (NCOs). The War of the Running
shan® This readable and interesting Once A Warrior King , by Dogs: The Malayan Emergency
account gives a vivid, inside view of David Donovan, is a great compan-of 1948-1960, by Noel Barber, is
a major military force founded on ion to Platoon Leadef. The book the story of Great Britain’s triumph in
premises alien to the American mili- tells the story of a lieutenant servingMalaya over the Cold War’s first
tary tradition but which suited the as a military adviser to local militia communist insurgency.Barber de-
political system and society it forces in a South Viethamese districtscribes the bitter 12-year struggle
served. Suvorov depicts an organiAs the highest-ranking American inthat involved mostly police, politi-
zation where noble ideals and highhe area, he faces extremely complegians, and propagandists who were
standards suffocate under thenmilitary and political challenges. An- dealt decisive blows in what was
weight of hard-nosed pragmatism abther refreshingly honest and inspir-mostly a political struggle, while con-
best and corrupt, cynical opportun-ing memoir, this book is highly rec- ventional military forces played a
ism at worst. Suvorov concludesommended for young officers andsupporting role.

with a plaintive cry for the citizens of NCOs. Bob Woodward’'s book;,The
the West to awaken to the steadily Inside the VC and NVA , by Commanders , is about the tension
encroaching power of the SovietMichael Lee Lanning and Dann during the 1991 Persian Gulf war be-
Union. Despite being overtaken byCragg, is an account of the Vietnantween the forces of bureaucratic in-
events, this book is still worth read-war from the North Viethamese per-ertia on one hand and moral and

ing. spective’. This book is surprising in political vision on the othe?
The Fight for the ‘Malvinas’ that it reveals an important similarity Woodward'’s most striking revelation
The Argentine Forces in the between America and its erstwhileis that in the aftermath of the Iraqi

Falklands , by Martin Middlebrook, opponents. In popular imagination,invasion of Kuwait, virtually no one,
is an unusual book that tells thewe understandably impute to theincluding such luminaries as then
story of the Falklands war from the North Viethamese Army (NVA) traits Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Argentine perspectiveThe book attributable to the communist systenColin Powell and former Secretary of
exposes the ineptitude of senior Arthat it served—cynicism, brutality, State James Baker, wanted to act.
gentine leaders during the war (parand callous indifference to the suf-Although President George H. W.
ticularly that of the high command in fering of its servants. Yet in their Bush’s advisers were content to rely
charge on the islands) while servingvivid and detailed descriptions of life on such routine measures as diplo-
as a poignant tribute to the loyalty,among the ranks of the NVA, matic condemnation and economic
courage, and dedication of the jun-Lanning and Cragg produce a visionsanctions in response to Saddam
ior officers who struggled to lead not of an army driven by a set ofHussein’s invasion of Kuwait, only
their men under abysmal circum-remote and hard-hearted ideologicaBush had the vision to fully compre-
stances. The ineffective efforts ofzealots indifferent to the suffering of hend the moral significance of the
Argentine ground forces in the facetheir men, but rather one charactertragi invasion or to envision action
of the invading British demonstrateized by a strong bond betweenon a scale grand enough to reverse
the limited utility of pitting short- leader and led, whose officers werat. While military leaders, including
service conscripts against well-imbued with a deep concern for thePowell and Admiral William J. Crowe,
trained regular forces. The bumblingcomfort, safety, and well-being of framed their reservations and con-
performance of the senior Argentinetheir soldiers. Lanning and Craggcerns in terms of potential U.S. ca-
leaders, preoccupied with domestiaddemonstrate that this is one featursualties, one wonders if they were
politics since seizing power in 1976,that America and its former enemiesnot motivated as much by a reluc-

demonstrates that Argentine Armedhold in common. tance to upset the diplomatic rou-
Forces had lost their fighting edge. Guardians of the Republic: A tine—an orderly progression of
They had to learn the hard way whaHistory of the Noncommis- events to which they were accus-
Denis Hart Mahan, Dean of Engineer-sioned Officer Corps of the U.S. tomed—as by not wanting to move

ing at West Point, taught in the earlyArmy , by Earnest F. Fisher, Jr., is onebeyond their comfort zones. In poli-
days of the Republic: officers who in- of the few histories of the U.S. Army tics, as in physics, a body at rest
volve themselves in politics will not NCO corps® He traces the corps’ tends to remain at rest unless forced
have the time they need to maintairevolution from when NCOs were into motion by a leader’s clearly ar-
their professional competence. appointed or dismissed at the comticulated and vigorously pursued vi-
Platoon Leader , by James R. mander’s whim to today, when NCOssion?!®
McDonough, is a vivid memoir of are centrally selected and hold their WhenU.S. Army Counterin-
small-unit leadership in VietnahThis  rank permanently. Today’'s NCOssurgency and Contingency
classic book describes the coming o&njoy the benefits of formal profes- Operations Doctrine, 1860-1941
age of a lieutenant fresh from Westsional education and training pro-by Andrew J. Birtle, was first pub-
Point as leader of an infantry platoongrams to prepare them for increasindished in 1998, the United States was
in Vietham. Refreshing in its honesty,responsibility, and they are recog-still adjusting to the dangerous reali-
and a wonderful resource for everynized by their commissioned col-ties of a new and unstable post-Cold
aspiring leader, this book is importantieagues as full-fledged professionaldVar world** At that time it was ar-
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gued that the peacekeeping, humanimade since World War | of the immi-  Another riveting tale by C.S. For-
tarian assistance, and domestic sumient demise of the main battle tafk. ester,The Gun, also depicts the na-
port missions being assigned to theAfter carefully exposing the flaws ture of guerrilla warfare against
military with increasing frequency that made these predictions premaNapoleon’s army in Spaifi.The
were distracting the military from its ture, Stone rather surprisingly addsook’s value lies in its harrowing
traditional role of defeating enemieshis own proclamations of the end ofdepiction of the havoc a guerrilla war
on conventional battlefields. Birtle’s the tank. Conceding the near om<an inflict on the society in whose
work shows that, far from being anipotence in the tactical fight of midst it is fought, shredding the fab-
new phenomenon, the Army hasmonstrous machines like the M1lric of society; destroying personal,
been deeply involved in stability andAbrams, Stone argues that theprofessional, and economic relation-
support operations since the foundsources of its strength—massive fireships; and creating a political vacuum
ing of the Republic. The military rou- power, nearly invulnerable armor, andnto which rush a hoard of warlords,
tinely conducted an array of mis-great tactical mobility—carry the gangsters, bandits, and every variety
sions, such as administering civilseeds of its demise. The reason®f thug. Anyone seeking to under-
government in the occupied SouthWeight. According to Stone, the stand what the brutish existence of
following the Civil War; rebuilding hardware that makes this tacticathe Afghan people must have been
physical infrastructure and conduct-prowess possible comes with dike after the Soviet invasion of 1979
ing political institutions in Cuba and weight penalty so large that it actu-need look no further than the terrify-
the Philippines; or conducting ally detracts from the tank’s opera-ing vision of war and the resultant
counterguerrilla and constabularytional effectiveness, decreases itanarchy, chaos, and turmoil depicted
operations on the Western frontierroad speed, restricts its movement tan this book.
and across the globe. Birtle demonfoutes whose roads and bridges can Originally published in 193X he
strates that the proliferation of suchbear its gigantic mass, and createRise of U.S. Grant , by Arthur L.
missions since the Cold War is un-fuel-guzzling proclivities that tie the Conger, is a unique book that takes
usual; rather, it is the United Statestank to an increasingly short logisti-a different and illuminating approach
intense Cold War focus on preparingcal leash. to the study of Union General and
for large-scale conventional war that Former Secretary of the NavyPresident Ulysses S. GrahiVhere
is the true historical anomaly. James Webb’s boold Sense of  other books focus on Grant’s great
Robert R. Leonhard’s innovative Honor , is set in the U.S. Naval Acad- victories, his titanic struggle with
book Principles of War for the emy at the time of the Tet OffensiveConfederate General Robert E. Lee,
Information Age proposes a radi- in 1968!" The book describes thehis drinking, or the purported di-
cal change to the intellectual understruggles midshipmen faced at thechotomy between his brilliant suc-
pinnings of the military professidh. U.S. Naval Academy amidst the tur-cesses in the field and his supposed
Criticizing the nine traditional prin- moil of the Vietnam war. Webb de- failings as President, this book exam-
ciples of war (maneuver, offensive,picts the physical abuse of plebes ahes Grant's development and growth
mass, economy of force, objective the hands of upperclassmen, a pra@s a military commander during the
security, simplicity, surprise, andtice that has been abolished, but herucial early years of the Civil War.
unity of command) as contradictorystill vividly captures the sense of Focusing largely on Grant's career in
and obsolete, Leonhard propose$ionor that pervades U.S. servicghe West, Conger carefully examines
their abandonment. He offers insteaccademies. Grant’s rise through the ranks, from
a new philosophical system derived In C.S. Forester’s classic talethe time of his appointment through
from three laws of war: the law of Rifleman Dodd , set during the his command of the 21st Illinois, his
humanity, the law of economy, andPeninsular wars in Portugal duringpromotion to brigadier, and his ac-
the law of duality. His new principles Napoleon’s reign, Dodd, a British tions at Belmont, Henry, Donelson,
of war, which would support the soldier, finds himself cut off from his Shiloh, and Vicksburg. Conger’s work
three laws of war, would include— regiment!® He attaches himself to stands apart, however, in its tight
o The independent principle of the local inhabitants and, with andfocus, not on what Grant did at each
knowledge and ignorance. without their help, proceeds to wreakkey juncture, but on what he learned
o Two principles of aggression havoc in the rear area of the Frencland how he applied these lessons to
(dislocation and confrontation, andarmy. Aside from its entertainmentfuture actions.
distribution and concentration). value, the book offers at least two Fleet Tactics: Theory and
o Two principles of interaction insights to the professional military Practice , by Wayne P. Hughes, is
(opportunity and reaction, and activ-officer. First, it establishes the histo-an excellent book that offers key in-
ity and security). ricity of asymmetrical warfare, par- sights into the nature of war at sea,
o Two principles of control (option ticularly the friction that a few guer- particularly as it differs from war on
acceleration and objective, and comy¥illas pose for a conventional armyland?* Hughes describes naval com-

mand and anarchy). dependant on a long logistical tail.bat as wholly attrition-based, its fun-
In The Tank Debate: Armour Second, it serves as a reminder of thdamental imperative being to “attack
and the Anglo-American Mili- tragic toll war takes on innocentseffectively first.” In support of these

tary Tradition , John Stone cata- who find themselves caught in theobservations, Hughes introduces us
logues the lengthy list of predictionscrossfire between contending armiesto Lancaster’s Square Law, which
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postulates that a small advantage in NOTES

firepower coupled with an effective o LS. Marine Corps (AM. Gray), Wartighting (New
first attack produces a decisive re-""; ot Sces . Treword o Robert R Leorhard,
sult. Also of interest to m|||tary audi- The Principles of War for the Information Age (Novato, CA:

’ . ) . Presidio Press, 1998), vil.
ences Is Hughess assertion of the 3 ror information on out-of-print books, see on-line at
ascendancy of the offense and corslwbookinder.com>, <wwbamesandnoble.con>, or
responding untenability of the de-_ 2 r\lélécq%e%l%\lalzer, Just and Unjust Wars (New York: Ba-
. . e sic Books, .
fense at sea and the Inapp“Cablhty to 5. Victor Suvorov, Inside the Soviet Army (New York:
1 Macmillan Publishing Company, 1982).

na.v.al Warfare. Of the concept Of main 6. Martin Middlebrook, The Fight for the ‘Malvinas’: The
talnlng a tactical reserve. Argentine Forces in the Falklands (London: Viking, 1989).
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ing and food for thought. Although _ 8 David Donovan, Once a Warior King: Memories of an

Officer in Vietnam (New York: Ballantine Books, 1986);

my stated mission is to bring theseauconough.

i i i 3 9. Michael Lee Lanning and Dann Cragg, Inside the VC
v_vorks to the attentl(,)n _Of ]UnlOf Of and NVA: The Real Story of North Vietnam’s Armed Forces
ficers, any reader will find them in- MNewvokbyBos 1960
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structive. MR History of the Noncommissioned Officer Corps of the U.S.
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"*"Book Reviews

A FRATERNITY OF ARMS:  States their weaponry and expertiseoalition into the fraternity of arms
America and France in the Great in the hope that the U.S. Army wouldthat defeated Germany.
\é\gﬁxs;s‘m?_f;&eargge' ZU(;‘(')‘gers% OPVGZS gfsboost French morale and help turn Although Bruce is absolutely cor-
$39.95. ' ' Pag€Sthe tide of the war. rect in noting the importance of the
In this era of fear and loathing of On arrival in France, most U.S.symbiotic relationship that devel-
all things French, it is wise to pull combat units received training onoped between the American and
back from the contemporary rancorthe'r new French weapons and werérench armies during World War |,
and examine the historic events that'€" “seasoned” to combat by servhis argument that the doughboys
unite and divide France and the"9 with French divisions on quiet were generally enamored with France
United States. I Fraternity of sectors of the front. Bruce notes th_aB a hit too _over_stated. Many Ameri-
Arms Robert B .Bruce explores the re_U.S. General John J. Pershing diseans certainly liked the French, but
lations betweén the two nations dur agreed with French infantry doctrinethere is ample evidence to suggest
ina World War 1. Bruce arques thatan-d Allied efforts to amalgamate U.Sthat an equal number believed that
Fr?ance Was América’s mostgim it units into existing French and British their Allies were rapacious, backward,
e nportanty, . ations. But, for the most part,and ungrateful. Some Americans
coalition partner and supplied thegance ‘and the United States bereertainly agreed with Private Ira
U.S. Army with much of th? WEAPONS ofitaq from their mutual equipment, Wilkinson’s observation that France
and training that the United StateSyaining, and assignment arrangeis surely God’s country—because he
required to fight a modem war. Hements™ Bruce also notes that thés about the only one [who] would
also notes that military necessity anfrench were so anxious to see theave it. . ., except the Frenchmen.”
mutual respect forged a martial bondymerican Expeditionary Forces AEF General Hunter Liggett later
between the United States and theaEF) succeed that they providedcharacterized the doughboys’ rela-
French that proved decisive to thesome of their own divisions, tank tions with the French as a “broken
defeat of Imperial Germany. units, and aviation squadrons toromance” and stated that “France it-
When the United States enteredsypport the U.S. Army’s St. Mihiel self was a sorry disillusionment to the
the war in April 1917 the Army was and Meuse-Argonne offensives. American soldier.”
ill-prepared to fight a modern war.  \while military necessity pulled Despite these shortcomings, A
Bruce points out that the UnitedFrance and the United States toFraternity of Armsis an excellent
States not only lacked tanks, machingether, the alliance was truly ce-work that should be studied by any-
guns, artillery, modern aircraft, andmented by the mutual regard ancne interested in World War I,
the other tools of industrial warfare, affection that the soldiers and offic-Franco-American relations, or coali-
it also lacked the know-how to em-ers of both nations held for one antion warfare. Bruce has succeeded in
ploy these weapons effectively. Theother. Bruce argues that shared demdrighlighting the vital role that France
French, weakened by 3 years otratic beliefs, the common heritage ofplayed in ensuring the viability and
heavy casualties, the “mutinies” ofthe American Revolution, and thesuccess of the AEF.
1917, and an increasingly war-wearyrespect for each other's martial vir- LTC Richard S. Faulkner, USA,
population, gladly offered the United tues welded the Franco-American Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
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SEALED WITH BLOOD: War, Overall,Sealed With Blood: War, ing for patriotic knitting, food conser-

Sacrifice, and Memory in Revolution-  gacrifice, and Memory in Revolution-vation, or expressing simplistic “jin-

rkd ﬁgﬁggﬁa%?;ahpféspgcﬂ'hillja”é‘gelgsr']%’ary America,organized chronologi- goism” and angry polemics?

2002, 276 pages, $35.00. cally, is well written, flows with logic, ~ Van Wienan reminds us that the
Sarah J. Purcell’s book, as a workand is well worth reading, especiallypoems of those war years were evalu-

on the idea of public memory, estapJor its political culture consideration ated not for literary quality but for

lishes how Revolutionary War heroes2d its look at the role of gender andheir partisanship. Still, today’s read-

were integrated into the burgeoning@ce in the Revolutionary War. ers will find many of them quite
political culture of the late 18th and CPL David J. ScheppUSA,  good, their subject matter transcend-
early 19th centuries. This is no small Fort Benning, Georgia  ing the age in which they were writ-
task, because many consider politi- ten—an age where newspapers,

cal culture an area that is soft amongRENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH — booklets, pamphlets, and journals
a soft science like history and has #merican Poems of the Great War, became the exigent tools of a poetry
tendency to scare peopie off. Mark W. Van Wienan, ed., University of that rose from all levels of society.

Purcell uses numerous sources t - : 1€ POt
ages, $44.95. not included in Van Wienan’s an-

buttress her arguments in favor of ~\Weowethefuture ; . k
the idea of Revolutionary War he-  thepast, thdongknowledge Lheoé(;%ﬁeblﬁ]g‘e” exclusion might be
; X . y were expatriates or
roes and their effect on the early - thatis thepotencyoftimetocome.  \are otherwise obscure, Nosheen
years of the United States. She spe- These words from the poeft a ) : ,
s : u M, Khan's,Woman's Poetry of the First
cifically discusses “Palmetto Day” in Country Funeral by Wendell Berry i -
ch ; ; ; ' World War (University Press of
arleston, South Carolina, and anare included in the wealth of obscureg : o
; - : entucky, Lexington, 1998) in
nual events in Bennington, Vermontﬁ\(l)etry that English professor Markcludes many of those Van Wienan
Purcell also writes about some ofyy, Van Wienan presents in the anaycluded
those who fell during the Revolution- thology Rendezvous With Death— i
= The broad themes of the 150 po-
ary War, such as Doctor Josepmmerican Poems of the Great Wara s of this anthology touch on IiDS-
Warren, who died at Bunker Hill, and This poem underscores an explicit o siill relevant today—institution-
Richard Montgomery, who died dur-U.S. response to “the push and pull;;e4 violence, political repression
ing the Quebec Campaign. Purcelof political commitments” of a SoCi- \ikiarism. and international relations.
even strives to assimilate the roles okty coming to grips with a war that a > . g
: o . gree with Van Wienan’s assess
women and Blacks in the Revolution-irrevocably ended the last vestiges o i
: . SO ) . e : ent that the most important legacy
ary War, putting special emphasis orinternational isolationism. In this an- of these poems is the war’s dissident
Marquis de Lafayette’s recognition of thology, Van Wienan expands on hi§,gices since in them lies theue
African-American soldiers. earlier work,Partisans and Poets: i ; ;
: ! i . expression of American pluralism
The main problem with the book The Political Work of American Po- and democratic tolerance. This fact
is that Purcell fails to draw a line etry in the Great WafCambridge, alone makes this book a valuable
where Revolutionary War heroics New York, 1997). TR )
. . ; . contribution to the study of war
end. She mentions the quasi-war with Before America declared war ime poetry.
France and the battles in the Mediagainst the Central Powers, it ha& MAJ '.]effrey C. Alfier USAFE
terranean against various Barbarynherited Britain’s Kiplingesque be- Ramstein Air Base,'Germa’ny
states, and she even discusses thief that the Great War was being
War of 1812, if only to denigrate its waged for the survival of the entire )
personalities. civilized world. Yet, many Americans MASE"\‘tG. TERIROR-. ng tVI’YO-
Purcell does not, however, clearlywere noninterventionists, or outrightX'" ~ontain violence in southern
- S el L Sri Lanka, Alex Argenti-Pillen, Univer-
establish any criteria for what shepacifists, believing that the countrysiwy of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia,
considers the ending point of theshould not support the Allies until 2003, 240 pages, $49.95.
Revolutionary War or who she in- the rights of the oppressed at home Masking Terror: How Women
cludes, which often leads to glaringwere satisfied. Contain Violence in Southern Sri
omissions. For example, Stephen Whatever modern readers detertanka, by Alex Argenti-Pillen, is a
Decatur gained much notoriety as anined about the aesthetic and literstudy of how discursive styles in
Naval officer fighting Barbary pirates ary quality of these poems, a highsocial interaction serve to influence
in 1801 when he led a daring raid topercentage of them tethered debategolence in southern Sri Lanka.
burn the captured UShiladelphia  surrounding U.S. intervention to Udahenagama (hill-garden village) is
Decatur went on to fight in the Warwomen'’s suffrage, international so-a pseudonym for a conglomerate of
of 1812 and serve on the Board otialism, civil rights, workers quality of five neighborhoods where Argenti-
Naval Commissioners. Many townslife, the cause of world peace, andPillen conducted fieldwork with the
in the United States are named aftemilitarism. Therefore, this poetic out- support of a team of research assis-
Decatur, yet he is mentioned only inpouring must be seen in its culturaltants and interpreters. The primary
passing, and nothing is offeredand social context, for how else caraudience for this book is for academ-
about his role in expanding a patri-Americans today make sense of poics, mental health professionals, and
otic political culture. ems supporting such causes or callhumanitarian workers.

MILITARY REVIEW 1 March - April 2004 67



The methodology of the work on Sri Lanka and traditional wayssonnel, he had little Naval informa-
draws on postmodernist approacheshat women contain violence in non-tion to gather, but he helped in the
which leads to a suspicion of mod-Western societies. The book is probArmy effort.
ern knowledge, such as Westerrably not required reading for the While Fahey was evidently an ef-
trauma methods and an acceptanaailitary professional, but for those fective gatherer, he was also a fish
of indigenous superstition at faceinterested in these topics. My skepout of water. Much of the book cata-
value. This in turn leads to interest-ticism of postmodernist methodol-logs his complaints about various
ing conclusions, such as the distincogy, the book is authoritative, well- Army officers, Army regulations,
tion between modernist violence di-written, and supported by in-depthcontrol of enlisted drivers, military

rected at a universal enemy and theand quality research. police, and wearing the uniform.
traditional violence of Udahenagama, CPT Matthew J. Morgan, USA, When Fahey is not complaining, he
which is rooted in context and par- Schofield Barracks, Hawaii  provides a good deal of information.
ticularity. The significance of this He discusses some tradecraft, deten-

conclusion is that ethnic hatred is NOY |CENSED TO SPY: With the Top tions (arrests) by the Soviets (in
the source of violence in Sri Lankagecret Military Liaison Mission in ~ Which he led the mission), and his-
(and perhaps other conflict zones)East Germany,John A. Fahey, Naval In- tory. He had his share of surviving
rather, the militarized state, createdstitute Press, Annapolis, MD, 2002, 209dangerous car crashes, being shot at
through propaganda campaigns angdages, $25.95. , . escaping a burning automobile, and
other means, is the setting for large- To old Cold War warriors, Berlin he was a direct observer at an impor-
scale violence. Ultimately, however,duty had a particular appeal. Berlin,ant time of Cold War history—the
this methodology might have moreonce located 110 miles inside Easkrection of the Berlin Walll.
resonance with academics in reGermany and in the middle of 22 pahey's hook is not the first about
search than with military practition- Soviet divisions, gave an immediacyihe mission, but it is the only book
ers in the field. and sharper focus to soldiering. Ay print, Written in the 1950s-style of
Argentiti-Pillen’s exploration of small group of skilled military person- Argosymagazine, it is author-centric
discourse on violence in the fivenel had even closer contact with theg, ¢ easy to read.icensed to Spis
neighborhoods provides an opportuSoviets. Some 14 officers and mery good look at a hush-hush orga-
nity to see indigenous natives asvere assigned as part of the U.Sqization thatdid a great job for the
people in a context rather than adilitary Liaison Mission (USMLM)  jpited States. Perhaps more books
“exoticized others.” After relating to the Group of Soviet Forces in Easl oyt the USMLM will follow in time.
various situations (mostly supersti-Germany. They lived outside Berlin | T¢ Lester W. Grau, USA, Retired,
tious) and ways of coping with them,in the city of Potsdam and performed Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Masking Terrordiscusses discursive various liaison functions for Soviet
strategies, including ambiguity, suchand U.S. theater commanders an )
as theguse of the referential pronounsnofficially, collected information dFEHE. WORLD WAR 11 100: A
“ ” “ ” . . anking of the Most Influential Fig-
these” and “that,” and distance inthroughout East Germany. ures of the Second World WarHoward
reported speech—keeping one’s Information-collection was dan- j. Langer, Career Press, Inc., Franklin
own voice distinct from the sourcegerous, and sometimes USMLMLakes, NJ, 2002, 333 pages, $27.99.
of reported information. vehicles came back with crushed Who were the 100 most influen-
The author is critical of mental fenders or as burnt-out hulls. In 1985tial figures of World War 11? This
health nongovernmental organiza-a Soviet soldier shot USMLM simple question immediately sends
tions (NGOs), including NGOs that Major Arthur (Nick) Nicholson. The one in search of pencil and paper.
focus on the Western concept of poSoviet general who arrived on theHoward J. Langer gives the answers
litical versus domestic violence, andscene deliberately denied first aid tdn The World War Il 100A Ranking
thereby, limit services; the reliance orNicholson, and Nicholson bled to of the Most Influential Figures of the
Western discursive techniques indeath. Second World War
counseling (structured conversation Normally, USMLM officers spoke  Langer, a noted author and jour-
with eye-contact, sitting face-to-face,Russian, and the enlisted driversalist, gives readers three precursors
and the use of touch); and most sigspoke German. The Soviet Military before they review and analyze his
nificant, the introduction of a senseLiaison Mission was stationed inlist. First, the word “influential” is
of facelessness that might ultimatelyFrankfurt, West Germany, and thedefined as having the power to bring
prolong the violence cycle by remov-British and French Military Liaison about change. Second, he pleads
ing constraining factors identified in Missions were stationed outside ofguilty to seeing things as an Ameri-
Udahenagaman field work. Berlin. can and is understandably biased.
One of the book’s major argu-  During 1960 and 1961, CommandeiFinally, he will listen to anyone’s ar-
ments is that modern trauma dis-John A. Fahey was assigned to thgument about his ranking from 9 to
course leads to the destabilizatiotUSMLM. Fahey was a U.S. Navy 100. However, if 1 through 8 are de-
of the containment of violence by officer with an extensive Russian-lan-bated, he will turn a deaf ear.
eroding the basis of local, cautiousguage background. As the sole Navy The people who comprise
discourses. This ethnography is afficer in an organization primarily Langer’s list are truly an eclectic
contribution to the existing literature staffed with Army and Air Force per- group, running the gamut from civil-
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ian and military leaders to scientistsTHE CONQUERORS: Roosevelt, book. Despite these quibbleBhe
and inventors to journalists andTruman and the Destruction of Conquerorss a real contribution to
chaplains. Langer does justice to eac E'g‘é[]%sfeg%%”ny’aigd'slc'hlui‘t‘g'M,\'fer\‘;‘ﬂorkunderstanding Roosevelt’s true
person on his list by presenting &40, 377 pages, $26.95. Views of Jews and the events that led
well-researched and well-written vi-  The |atest work of Michael Besch- {0 @ peaceful, democratic Germany.
gnette of that person's career. Hggss America’s leading presidentialFor most readers it will undoubt-
then justifies why the person de-pisiorian, isThe ConquerorsTru- €dly be a real page turner.

serves his position on the list. nan and the Destruction of Hitler's Glen F. Welch,
Langer’s book, which certainly in- Germany, 1941-1948eschloss Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

spires interesting debate and beggminates the political maneuver-

curiosity, gives the reader hours ofihg i Washington, D.C., when theLOST OVER LAOS: ATrue Story
enjoyable reading. United States was waging warof Tragedy, Mystery, and Friendship,
LTC Rick Baillergeon, USA, against Nazi Germany. Although Richard Pyle and Horst Faaspa Capo

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas Beschloss began writing the book ingge(z)s.(s)b.c:ambrldge, MA, 2003, 304 pages,

1991, he waited for the opening of  Take a minor footnote uncovered
ANOTHER VIETNAM: Pictures of = Winston Churchill's papers and ar-in y.S. military archives—a mere
the War From the Other Side, Tim chives from the newly defunct Sovietscrap of paper pinpointing a 1971

Page, Douglas Niven, Christopher Riley, [ ni i i o :
eds., National Geographic, Washington Union before he continued. His de helicopter crash in Laos—and add a

DC, 2002, 240 pages, $50.00. lay is our gain. . __ grainy black-and-white photograph
In Another VietnamPictures of _ Using powerful minibiographies, that had lain in an attic for decades.
the War From the Other Sidéhe Beschloss provides an unmatchegtyom these small clues, Pulitzer Prize-
editors, who were combat photogralook into the personalities of the keywinning photographer Horst Faas
phers during the Vietnam war, con-Players. Although the information and veteran Associated Press (AP)
tacted their counterparts in thethat Beschloss provides is little dif- correspondent Richard Pyle put to-
Vietcong and North Vietnameseferent from other accounts of thegether their own ad hoc missing in
Army (NVA), and rescued unpub- €Vents, he manages to weave thgction (MIA) search for four wartime
lished images that showed the otheYarlous threads into a single coherfriends and colleaguesost Over
side of the war. Photos range fromnt narrative. Written for the edu-|aos: A True Story of Tragedy, Mys-
troupes of entertainers to combagated, informed individual, the booktery, and Friendshipdocuments
footage. The book is valuable be-does not get bogged down in dryFaas and Pyle's odyssey.
cause of the rarity of its subject; onghformation. The authors’ return to Southeast
source shot only 70 individual pic- _Henry Morgenthau, Jr., SecretaryAsia brought closure to the lives of
tures during the entire course ofof the Treasury and long-time friendfour combat photographers: Larry
the war. of Roosevelt, was little concernedBurrows ofLife Magazingthe Rob-
The truly interesting aspect of With Jewish issues until his aide,ert Capa of his day); AP’s Henri
the book is that the editors believeenrietta Klotz, forced him to come Huet; United Press International’s
that since their sources were alsd® 9rips with his own Jewish heritage.Kent Potter; andNewsweek’s
combat photographers, they sharedlorgenthau risked his close relationKeisaburo Shimamoto. In 1971, this
a worldview and purpose. The u.sship with Roosevelt by asking thefoursome rode a Huey into oblivion.
photographers were accustomed tgresident to do something about the In addition to the main story, a
conveying the war’s reality. The atrocities against the European Jewswumber of subcurrents flow through
Vietcong and NVA photographers Roosevelt had long known about thethe book. Pyle and Faas examine and
were trained under a socialist-realis@trocities and finally admitted to thetry to put into context the war’s 1969
school and sought to convey thdVation that “the wholesale, system-to 1971 extension into Laos and Cam-
party’s view of reality. Even the atic murder of the Jews of Europebodia. This major historical contribu-
combat photos show heroic, everJoes on unabated every hour.” Theion provides a rare view into the lives
victorious revolutionaries. There areMorgenthau Plan, a draconian meaand motivation of those who re-
no pictures of dead Vietcong, eXcep§ure,_wouk_j have converted the in-ported and photographed the war.
for the obligatory dead child. This dustrial nation of Germany into a to-The 20 pages of photographs Faas
is not to suggest that the photogally agricultural nation. Secretary of has assembled should intrigue read-
were staged, only that the ghg- War Henry Stimson vigorously anders. Faas himself was seriously
raphers were trained to producesticcessfully opposed Morgenthau'svounded while following Capa’s
only photos that supported theproposals. _ _ maxim: “If your pictures aren’t good
propaganda message. These im- Although then Vice _PreS|dem enough, you're not close enough.”
ages were the major weapon ofiarry Truman’'s name is included in  Unfortunately the book's organi-
the enemy forces. The editors seerfhe title, he was not a main actorzation jumps around in time and sub-
to fail to understand them in thatin events until late in the war. A themes. Understandably perhaps,
context. more accurate title would have menwhere emotion plays a large role,
Kevin L. Jamison, Attorney at Law, tioned Morgenthau’s name since hahe passages are sometimes over-
Gladstone, Missouri and Roosevelt are the focus of thevritten. Less understandable is that
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the wriing occasionally sinks to and returned safely to the carriersources, to piece together a compel-
the level of cliché. Despite the limitations of the era’sling, lucid account.

As a highly personalized story of technology, the exercise ended as an Wildenberg’s contribution to un-
enduring friendship and, moreover, agquivocal success. derstanding the Navy and the mat-
a look at pre-digital war reporting In All the Factors of Victoryau- ter of transformation generally is
using “typewriters” and film cam- thor Thomas Wildenberg illuminatesvaluable. Change that appears revo-
eras,Lost Over Laogleserves its the career and character of Reevelsitionary in retrospect seems evolu-
place on the bookshelf, but do notduring the years from the Spanishtionary. Reeves’ conceptual thinking
expect it to compare with suchAmerican War to the end of World not only outpaced the technology of
classics as Bernard B. FalBtreet War Il. Reeves invented the concepthe day, but to some extent it also
Without Joy(Stackpole Books, of the carrier battle group, which drove technical innovation. His story
Mechanicsburg, PA, 1994). continues to afford the United Stategeveals as much about the means of

Pyle and Faas's search came to avirtual sovereignty over the seas an¢hange as it does the effects.
end 27 years after the crash, wheassures responsive carrier-based Reeves’ view of the world and his
they and an MIA excavation teamairpower anywhere. Reeves was agbligations as an officer are best il-
examined a possible site. The cluesinlikely radical. Fastidious in his ap-|ustrated by an observation he made
they found were enigmatic: a locketpearance, almost hidebound in higg his chief of staff the night before
probably carried by Huet, some mil-devotion to the Navy, and conservathe “strike” on the Panama Canal. His
dewed film without images, assortedtive in most things he did, Reeveschief opined that there were plenty
Nikon lenses, and a misshapensaw the potential of aviation andof “brass hats” who wanted to see
scorched Leica camera. Clearlyfought hard to assure the carrier'sReeves and the air strike fail. Reeves
though, these artifacts were enouglfuture in an era when battleship adreplied, “I know, but a commander
to convince the authors—and themirals held sway. who stops to appraise the effect of a
photographer’s families—that on a Reeves’ story is compelling. He military decision upon his personal
remote Laotian hillside near thegraduated from the Naval Academyfortunes has no right to be entrusted
deserted Ho Chi Minh Trail their in 1894 and joined the fleet as ityjth a command.”
search was over. was transitioning from sail and steam COL Gregory Fontenot, USA,

George RidgeJ.D., ironclad ships to the big-gun battle- Retired, Lansing, Kansas
University of Arizona, Tucson wagons. Commissioned as an engi-
neer when the Navy sharply divided%v

: - HE WEARY BOYS: Colonel J.
ALL THE FACTORS OF VIC- engineers from deck officers, Reeve arren Keifer & the 110th Ohio Vol-

TORY: Admiral Joseph Mason served aboard the USHregonas it . unteer Infantry, Thomas E. Pope, The
Reeves and the Origins of Carrier led the chase to destroy the Spamsﬁem State University Press, Ohio, 2002,
Airpower, Thomas Wildenberg, Brassey's Squadron sortieing from Santiago des3 pages, $16.00.
Inc., Washington, DC, 2003, 326 pages,Cuba. Reeves proved particularly tal- In The Weary Boys: Colonel J.
$27.50. ented at getting the most out of coal\Warren Keifer & the 110th Ohio
Before dawn on 26 January 1929¢ired power plants in turn-of-the-cen- Volunteer Infantryauthor Thomas E.
during an exercise called Fleetyry warships. Pope blends facts and anecdotes into
Problem Nine, the USSaratoga  Reeves was a brilliant engineera readable account of the maligned
launched a 70-plane strike force toand he became a brilliant line officer.110th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, nick-
ward the Panama Canal. Shortly aft ater, after transitioning to the line, named “Milroy’s Weary Boys. Ac-
ter the strike began, tharatoga he became an expert in the arcaneording to Pope, the nickname was
encountered four “enemy” battle- problems of naval gunnery. In 1925 undeserved, prompting him to cor-
ships. Rather than come about anglerceiving the potential of aviation, rect previous inaccurate portrayals of
outrun the slower battleships, theReeves trained as a naval aviatiotthe regiment and brigade.
Saratogaignored the battleships andobserver and became the first avia- During operations leading up to
continued toward the planned ren+ion officer promoted to flag rank. Ul- Gettysburg, standby elements of
dezvous site for the returning striketimately Reeves, who was a thoughttnion General Robert Milroy’s divi-
force. ful, superb analyst and a proponension at Winchester, Virginia, were di-
Rear Admiral Joseph Masonof aviation, commanded the fleet andrectly in the path of Confederate
Reeves, who commanded the carriesupported the development of carrieGeneral Robert E. Lee’s Army of
group, had no alternative. That era’sviation. Northern Virginia and did not fare
poor communications and a paucity In publishing the first biography well. Milroy was court martialed.
of tools for airborne navigation pre- of this remarkable officer, Wildenberg  Although this book chronicles the
vented th&Saratogafrom fleeing the  does the Navy and military history aexploits of what might be perceived
enemy battleships if she were to revaluable service. Reeves left few paas minor players in the Civil War, |
cover her aircraft. pers behind, so Wildenberg uses @ecommend it to die-hard Civil War
Unaware of theSaratoga'sdi- variety of sources, ranging from pyffs.
lemma, the strike force “attacked anchewspapers, official documents and  CDR M.A. McAleenan, USNR,
destroyed” key locks on the Canalaccounts of Reeves in secondary N&MCRC, Denver, Colorado
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PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS: tinian Hamas have held major con-slamic groups pose to Americans as
An Oral History of 24 Servicemen, ventions in Kansas City, Oklahomawell as to moderate and liberal Mus-
JH;;;’S?E”:\% "z"ggz';'"”z""lned 8; 22%"3%”3’6 City, and Bridgeview, lllinois. Such lims. Unfortunately, Emerson tends to
Only those who we?egthére éahconventlc_)ns offered radical groupsbe lumped with Italian journalist
appreciate the horror of the attack o opportunities to strategize on a glo-Oriana Fallaci, whose bodthe Rage
Pearl Harbor, Only those who sur-rbal scale. and the Pride(New York: Rezzoli
vived can evén attempt to explain it Many Muslim advocatory groups International Publications, Inc., Octo-
Sadlv. the numbers of those wh are actually organizations for moneyber 2002) focuses on proving the
s AV C\aunderlng, recruiting, and pamphle-superiority of Western civilization
survived Pearl Harbor are d'm'n's.h'teering. The organizations also targeand feeds the Islamic militant’s no-
ing rapidly. Many books are avail- o 4erate or nonradical Muslims, tion of a worldwide conspiracy
able that capture the remembranceg inside and outside the Unitedagainst Islam.
of World War Il veterafls. Most no- States, for harassment or worse. Books such as Fallaci’'s do not
table are Tom Brokaw's book8he  According to Emerson, the Islamic solve the problem of terrorism or help
Greatest GenerationRandom  committee for Palestine associateddentify genuine threats against the
House, Westminster, MD, 1998) anGiseff with the University of South United States. Still, counterterrorism
The Greatest Generation Speak§|origa and posed as a mainstrearspecialists and Middle East foreign
(Random House, Westminster, MD,rg|igious group. It enjoyed a tax- area officers should read this book.
1999). . exempt status, bolstered the uni- LCDR Youssef H. Aboul-Enein,
Harry Spiller adds to the legacy yersity's multicultural program, and USN, Gaithersburg, Maryland

with oral accounts of 24 servicemenggcaped the scrutiny of law enforce-
who were at Pearl Harbor on that fatez

. ment. In actuality, it was a haven for
ful December morning. Even thoughpaestinians supporting militant woer wALRY BATTLE THAT
he offers no new insight into the bp g SAVED THE UNION: Custer vs.

. . activities in the name of liberating styart at Gettysburg, Paul D. Walker
battle or the indomitable human Palestine. This kind of militant activ- Pelican Publishing Company, Gretna, LA,

spirit, there is something compellingjyy, casts a shadow on legitimate2002, 155 pages, $18.95.
in his accounts from men who con-pjys|im student associations that Most historians consider Confed-
tinue to feel anger, pain, and 10Sg,¢ter members a chance to practicerate General George Pickett's infan-
more than 60 years after the attackyair faith in peace. try charge at Gettysburg to be the
For those who think only in terms of " At an |slamic militant conference final, desperate act of the bloodiest
history and tactics, strategy andy, oklahoma City in 1988, Abdullah battle of the Civil War. IfThe Cav-
battles, this book reaffirms the tri- ghiekh Azzam, one of the first clericsalry Battle that Saved the Union
umph of the human spirit. to openly advocate the teachings ofuster vs. Stuart at GettysbuRaul
LTC David G. Rathgeber, USMC, - aicals like Muhammad Faraj, de-D. Walker reveals the apparent ge-
Retired, Fallbrook, CA 12164 that “Jihad means fighting,nius behind the plan: Confederate
only fighting with the sword!” One General Robert E. Lee’s grand
AMERICAN JIHAD: TheTerrorists ~ cannot understand al-Qaeda withouscheme was to attack with infantry
Living Among Us, Steven Emerson, The understanding Azzam’s teachingsfrom the front while Confederate Gen-
Free Press, NY, 2002, 261 pages, $26.00Azzam, the “grandfather” of al-Qaeda,eral J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry swept into
In American Jihad: The Terrorists influenced Osama bin-Laden to takghe rear of the Union formations.
Living Among Uswhich is based on up the jihadist struggle. In an engagement rarely men-
the 1994 Public Broadcasting System ' During the 1980s Azzam foundedtioned in histories of the battle,
documentary “Jihad in America,” the al-Kifaah network, also called theUnion Brigadier General George
Steven Emerson reveals the fact thalaktab al-Khadamat (the servicesArmstrong Custer—outnumbered
Islamic militants are living and thriv- office), which brought order and or-and at a decided disadvantage—
ing in the democracy they profess taganization to thousands of Arabscounterattacked with 5,000 Union
abhor. Because many Middle Eastho had volunteered to go to warcavalrymen. As Confederate forces
regimes have tough internal securityagainst the Soviets in Afghanistanmassed opposite Cemetery Ridge for
services that snuff out political dis- Azzam’s organization provided safethe decisive assault, four brigades of
sent and give no quarter, many radihouses, training, orientation, andrebel cavalry and artillery attacked
cal organizations find it difficult to transportation from the Middle Eastfrom the rear, with the outcome of the
operate. They need freedom fronmto Pakistan and then to AfghanistanCivil War at stake.
scrutiny to raise funds, recruit, pub-After his assassination, Azzam's or- Walker, a 30-year veteran of ar-
lish, and meet. Many organizationsganization grew into al-Qaeda, withmored cavalry formations, was in-
have bases in the United States an@sama bin-Laden and Ayman al-spired to writeThe Cavalry Battle
several European nations. Zawabhiri as its leaders. that Saved the Uniowhile a student
Emerson reveals that organiza- Emerson’s book is important be-at the Army War College. There he
tions such as Algeria’s Armed Islamiccause it helps differentiate betweerearned that despite involving nearly
Group, Egypt's Gammaa al-Islamiyah,the militant from the moderate Mus-13,000 cavalrymen from both sides,
Lebanon’s Hizbollah, and the Palesdim and articulates the threat militantthe battle rarely receives mention in
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any official histories. Only David F. tion plot; nonconspirators; and fol-ward record of events and impres-
Riggs’ relatively short account of the lowers, such as Hitler sycophantssions gathered on one of the most
battleEast of Gettysburg: Custer vs.Colonel General Alfred Jodl and Fielddesperate and colorful adventures of
Stuart(Old Army Press, Fort Collins, Marshal Wilhelm Keitel. In Kane's modern times.”
CO, 1970 [revised 1985]), chroniclesview, most of the officers were | would, however, like to highlight
the engagement. nonconspirators. They were not recthe things Brassey’s has added to the
If the cavalry engagement be-onciled totally with the National So- reprint. There are twice as many pho-
tween Stuart and Custer was so sigeialist ideology, but they were disin- tographs as in the original 1943 edi-
nificant, why does it receive suchclined to actively defy Hitler. In many tion, which gives the book a more
little attention? The author does notinstances, they were aware of antipersonal touch. Peter Meresky, a
answer the question. Quite possiblyNazi activities and did nothing. well-known military aviation author,
most historians and scholars have Kane seeks to answer the duahas written an excellent foreword that
concluded that the cavalry engagequestions of what made conspiratorgocuses on the raid’s importance and
ment was minor in comparison withwilling to risk or lose their lives to the changes it brought to the psy-
Pickett’s charge and has been treategsist Hitler and why nonconspira-ches of the men on both sides.
accordingly. But so little documentedtors were unable or unwilling to do Meresky also draws the obvious
evidence exists on Custer’'s andso. His detailed analysis concludesparallels between Pearl Harbor and
Stuart’s clash in the wooded hillsthat conspirators were driven pri-the Doolittle raid and the events of
south of Crest Ridge that Walker'smarily by a “liberal, humanistic edu- 11 September 2001 and operations in
account is a valuable addition tocation, a familial environment that Afghanistan.
Gettysburg's history. encouraged . intellectual develop-  Ellen Lawson adds an introduction
The book offers a new perspectivement, and a spiritual Christianity” to her husband’s book, and although
to readers and will doubtless intriguethat made moral considerations cenher words might have had a better
Civil War scholars. Followers of Civil tral to their lives. As for noncon- effect at the end of the book (as a
War cavalry and the exploits of aspirators, their military oath of loyalty, concluding chapter), her viewpoint
young Custer will likely find that this first given in 1934, was the primary adds significantly to the story. Since
volume suits their taste for mountedreason for their unwillingness to act.she was so much a part of her
action. Walker's writing style is crisp Kane focuses specifically on the im-husband’s determination and will to
and gritty, and each page is aliveportance of the oath as being repreescape from China, it is appropriate
with the smell of old leather. The booksentative of a mentality; it was athat we read about her feelings on the
is an excellent niche book for thosesymbol of the relationship betweenevents. Such additions make an out-
already familiar with the events of the nation, its leader, and the armystanding book even better and give
Gettysburg and a worthwhile addi-that overshadowed all others. readers a better understanding of the
tion to any library dedicated to docu- Kane’s informative, interesting, raid and of Lawson himself.
menting the battle. and useful study is a valuable addi- LTC Rick Baillergeon, USA,
MAJ Steven Leonard,USA, tion to professional knowledge. Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Fort Campbell, Kentucky He tackles the difficult issues of

morality and duty and shows hOWrREDERICKSBURG! FRED-
DISOBEDIENCE AND CONSPIR-  ©fficers in Hitler's Third Reich dealt ER|cKSBURG! George C. Rable, Uni-

ACY IN THE GERMAN ARMY, with them. ) versity of North Carolina Press, Chapel
1918-1945 Robert B. Kane, McFarland MAJ Michael A. Boden, USA, i 2002, 671 pages, $45.00.

& Co., Jefferson, NC, 2002, 259 pages, Hohenfels, Germany  gandwiched between the more fa-
$45.00. mous battles of Sharpsburg and

_ In Disobedience and Conspiracy 1y rTy SECONDS OVER TO-  Chancellorsville, the Union debacle at
in the German Army, 1918-1945,k5y(Q, Ted w. Lawson, Robert Consi- Fredericksburg receives relatively

Robert B. Kane investigates Whyadine, ed., Brassey's Inc., Washington, DC,less attention. George C. Rable recti-
some German military leaders obeyedo002, 223 pages, $24.95. fies this shortfall.

and some defied German Chancellor In recognition of the 60th anniver-  Rable’s approach is unusual in
Adolf Hitler during World War 1I. sary of Lieutenant Colonel Jamessome ways, as he takes pains to es-
Kane methodically and thoroughly Doolittle’s raid on Japan, Brassey'stablish the political context of the
examines the relationship betweerhas reprinted Ted W. Lawson’s clasbattle. He also devotes a great deal
Prussian and German militaries andsic Thirty Seconds over Tokyilost  of attention to the experiences of the
political activities in the centuries likely, World War Il enthusiasts have common soldier leading up to the
before the rise of Hitler and the Thirdalready read Lawson’s superb achattle. This approach has drawbacks,
Reich. count of his role in the raid and hishowever, as Rable relates repetitive
By 1944 there were three types ofdramatic escape out of China. Theales (from both sides) of bad food,
military leaders in the Third Reich: review from theNew York Herald cold weather, and exhausting marches
conspirators, best exemplified byTribuneof the original edition sums during the weeks before the battle.
Colonel Klaus von Staufenberg,up the book perfectly: “It is a manly After dealing so extensively with the
leader of the 20 July 1944 assassinaroung American’s simple, straightfor- political context and the experiences
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of common soldiers, Rable devotesStation(Brassey's, Inc., Washington, ters for Disease Control in Atlanta,
only 80 pages to the actual fightingDC, 2002). He includes several enGeorgia. These were to be the only
of 13 December 1862. lightening appendixes to Newhall’s live virus samples in the world and
When Rable does focus on theoriginal work. The first one is a help- they were to be kept to aid in devel-
actual combat at Fredericksburg, théul order of battle for Union and oping a better vaccine and for scien-
results are excellent. His narrative ig<Confederate forces in the Appo-tific study. Unfortunately the virus
detailed, yet comprehensive. Themattox Campaign. A second appenwas not confined to these reposito-
courageous, yet hopeless, Federdlix includes Union Major General ries and research was not restricted
assaults against Marye’s Heights isG_ouverneur K. Warren’s defense_z ofto scientific purposes. Inspec_tlons in
inspiring. Rabel’s narrative is similar his conduct at the Battle _of Five 1991 revealed that the Russu;ms had
to the opening of the filnBaving Fo_rks on 1 April 1865. (Sheridan hadbred the virus, “Weaponlzed” it, _and
Private Ryan(DreamWorks, Glen- relieved Warren as V Corps com-had even developed missile delivery
dale, CA, 1998) with soldiers wearingmander for slackness in respondingystems for its use as a biological
blue instead of green. The soldiers of® attack orders.) A third appendixnuclear weapon. The dissolution of
Fredericksburg deserve to have theits Newhall's answer to Warren. the Soviet Union further complicates
story told; Rable tells it well. Wittenberg includes brief and inter-the true status of the presumably
LTC D. Jonathan White, USA,  €sting biographies of Union andextinct virus. Who has the bug now,
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas Confederate soldiers in his foot-and who is still working on it as a
notes, explaining obscure terms an@veapon? Preston is convincing in
summarizing the combat actionsputting forth the case that the genie
WITH SHERIDAN IN THE FINAL Newhall cites. is out of the bottle and is probably
gﬁ“"ﬁﬁ!ﬂ@f@ﬁlﬁﬁ] kgnlih Another factor that makes thisresiding in weapons in Russia or
Pen'nsylvania Cavélry Eric J. Witten-  T€Print interesting is that Newhall China. _
berg, ed., Louisiana State University PressWrote his memoir just a year after the Preston also delves into the post-
Baton Rouge, 2002, 212 pages, $39.95. war’s end. His weaving Sheridan intol1l September 2001 anthrax attacks,
For much of the Civil War, Lieu- florid literary analogies makes oneusing the attacks to illustrate how
tenant Colonel Frederick C. Newhallwonder if Newhall was writing a pre- easily a devastating assault with
served as provost marshal and staffmptive broadside against Sheridan’smallpox could occur here. The mes-
officer for Union cavalry commander potential detractors. sage is ominous and sobering. Bio-
Lieutenant General Philip Sheridan. Wittenberg is an expert historiog-logical weapons are all too easy to
Written in 1866, Newhall's memoir rapher, making this book an out-acquire, develop, and employ. Spon-
records events fresh in his mind. Asstanding addition to studies ofsor states and amorphous apocalyp-
erudite as he is at times, Newhall'sgeneralship in the Civil War’s final tic terrorists like al-Qaeda could come
enthusiam for Sheridan—completecampaigns- By bringing Newhall's together in a deadly combination to
with quaint limericks—borders on memoir back into print, Wittenberg wreak terrible damage.
fawning. However, his doting doeshas done readers of this formative Preston writes his true tales in the
not blur the book’s primary value— time in American history a genuinesame manner that Tom Clancy writes

demonstrating Sheridan’s excellencéervice. his fictional tales. Preston humanizes
at the operational level of warfare as MAJ Jeffrey C. Alfier, USAF,  his scientific expertise by focusing
he directs the maneuver of divisions Ramstein Airbase, Germany on individual scientists, patients,
and corps to interdict Confederate physicians, and government work-

troop movements and deny them thg HE DEMONINTHE FREEZER: A  €rs. He gives an entirely dramatic
use of march routes and approachedrue Story, Richard Preston, Random account of these compelling topics,
Throughout the narrative Newhal| House Audio, NY, 2002, 5 CDs (6 hours) writing in a clear, forceful, engaging

MY . , abridged, $29.95. manner.
conscientiously records Sheridan's™rpo heamon in the Freezds an- LTC John R. Sutherland, USA,

partin key battles, including Saylor's yiher medical thriller from Richard Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
Creek, Dinwiddie Court House, Five Preston. the author of the 1994

Forks, and Appomattox. His inclusionpestselleiThe Hot Zone: A Terrify-
of Sheridan’s troop dispatches is gng True Story(Anchor Press Ltd. NOT CONDEMNED TO REPETI-

valuable part of this historical record. Nelson, New Zealand, 1995). Prestmﬂéﬂ’:: e United States and\ica:

He details Sheridan’s pursuit of re-ghifts fire from Ebola to smallpox and goulder, CO, (1998) 2001, 352 pages,
treating Confederate forces, but alsgrom natural epidemics to manmades22.00.
sorts out divergent accounts of thezalamity. Robert A. Pastor, a well-known
same battle, where various Union Preston begins his tale with a deauthority on Latin America, served
generals take credit for victory. tailed history of smallpox and its sub-on President Jimmy Carter’s National
Editor Eric J. Wittenberg, a histo- sequent eradication via strategic vacSecurity Council and later monitored
rian and lawyer, is an expert oncination. The variola virus, which elections in Nicaragua. INot Con-
Sheridan and the author Gflory causes smallpox, was officially con-demned to Repetition, The United
Enough for All: Sheridan’s Secondfined to only two storage depots, oneStates and Nicaragudie empha-
Raid and the Battle for Trevilian in Russia and the other at the Censizes the importance of engagement
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when dealing with the Sandinistas. Pakistan’s leaders range fromPuebloand kept its crew in captiv-
The bookis a revised edition of democratically elected to military dic- ity for 335 days. President Lyndon B.
Pastor’s earlier workCondemned to tator, from enlightened to venal, yetJohnson treated this act of piracy
Repetition: The United States anctheir effect on society has beenas a sideshow to the larger war in
Nicaragua (Princeton University slight because Pakistan’s institutions/ietnam and as an even smaller event
Press, New Jersey, 198®hich con- are weak. Pakistan lives in permanerih the Cold War. What effect the
cludes that U.S. policy toward Nica-€conomic and social crisis. Corrup-Pueblo'spresence now has on North
ragua was a tragic replay of the failedion is rampant, tax avoidance comorea’s decisionmaking is unknown,
U.S. policy toward Cuba. His secondmon, justice problematic, decent eduput the United States might still be
book includes an explanation of howcation scarce, and social welfare propaying for an incident that occurred
it happened. grams nonexistent. over 30 years ago.

Pastor is an elegant writer and his Pakistan is a poor country with a  Athough Mitchell B. Lerner might
occasional subtle use of the first45 percent adult literacy rate. Thepe criticized as being overly critical
person gives this history lesson ountry has a large population ofsf the U.S. Navy’s security onboard
novel-like quality. Pastor is not aYoung people who have little educathe puebloand for having hindsight
sideline critic, which makes his per-tion or prospects. The best and,isijon, he has done a service for
spective great reading. His on_altyb”.ghte.s,[t stgdent'gs go at()jr%ad fotranyone interested in the details of
and respect for Carter are obvioust"'Versity eaucation—and do Nolpe aitack on th@uebloby tell-
and he writes disapprovingly about[)etum- Parljls'%ns up%erﬁlass_lssplg}ng the tale of the officers and men
President Ronald Reagan’s Nicara* etvveehnt € ﬁstfan 'It t())se_ IN Faklaf the ship and providing insight
gua strategy. But he allows himseIfSt""PnaVk‘?S,f’arr]lfsnﬁtrs‘t3 aﬁremigncue&irslet?)sﬁssmto national-level decisionmaking
no political nagging or cheap ShOtS'ethnic roUDS and cla%s The milita after the seizure. Lerner fills long-
He keeps his commentary profes; olds ’?he (?ountry toge.ther and o?_/stand[ng gaps in the story and takes
sional, as well he should: history ha%1 a revisionist interpretation of the
proven him right. eor}i:ﬁ:lfgssogireﬁeugnogﬁ?r,:(‘)ent)\\’lvgrerihcident by assessing their domes-

CW?2 Steven M. Bradley,USA, pﬁ_ e S g ; tic political situation as para-
Fort Lewis, Washington ~ EMICI€Ntl. MUATY GOVEINMENY, 5 1t rather than some larger pan-
while not particularly efficient, has ommimist conspiracy, His%nsight
proven more effective and capable Oﬁﬂght be useful in the éurrent crisis
PAKISTAN: Eye of the Storm,0owen  delivering change. In many respects, = -}
Bennett Jones, Yale University Press, Newthe militaryis the state. SliNe - « which is the best
Haven, CT,.2002|, 328 pages, %29.95. The current leader, General Perez dernetr)s Worr] , W .IC IS the QS

International concerns about war;sharraf, is a modern, intelligentStudy about the seizure, retention,
terrorism, Islamic extremism, nuclear|asder who seized power and rulef‘nd the eventual release of Figeb-

i i i i ili i hould be mandatory read-
proliferation, and regional instability through the military yet hopes to re-10s crew, s
swirl about Pakistan. Although Paki- ¢tore "democratic rule. He opposedd for anyone concerned about the
stan has always s_ought to be a friengyjamic fundamentalism and the esfurrent situation in Northeast Asia.
of America, America’s response t0-taplishment of a theocracy, yet his Peter J. Schiefferle.Ph.D.,
ward Pakistan has varied from enthuinitiatives fail to make headway Lansing, Kansas
slasm to indifference, depending onagainst rising radical Islam. His op-
America’s immediate needs. The retjons are limited and Pakistan’s prob-THE DEAD VOLCANO: The Back-
lationship is again warming as thelems are many, so it is difficult to be ground and Effects of Nuclear War
United States engages in the Globayptimistic about the future of Paki- Complacency, Stephen J. Cimbala,
War on Terrorism. How Iong th|§ re- stan or the region. Praeger Publishing, Westport, CT, 2002,
newed friendship will hold is conjec-  This is one of two books that will 2718{*‘9‘;]5' $%7-9é: bala’s bookh
ture. Pakistan is a crucial state in selp the reader understand Pakistany = 070 = HEE8 8 90
crucial region, and things are notThe other is Brian Cloughley’a Ega ofcsnol. (\aN aCC grouln an
going well there. _History of the Pakistan Army: Wars Eects of Nuclear War Complacency
~ Owen Bennett Jones, a noted Britand Insurrection§Oxford University discusses nuclear relations between
ish journalist and broadcasting com-ress, New York, 2000). the United States and the Russian
pany correspondent, has spent a  Lester W. Grau, Foreign Miltary ~Federation in the wake of the Cold
good deal of time in Pakistan. His Studies Office, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas WVar. The t|t|b5i Is ﬂgnlﬂcahnti itis baged
excellent book emphasizes the cur- on a parable the author provides:
rent military government; the deep _ “Just because people live on the side
ethnic and linguistic divides; the mili- oM PUEBLOINCIDENT: ASpy - of 3 volcano and the volcano has not

“th ic bomb: and religious=H'P. and the Failure of American o \yaq for some time does not mean
tary; the atomic bomb; and religiousgereign Policy, Mitchell B. Lerner, Uni- . <
extremism and relationships with In-versity Press of Kansas, Lawrence, 2002that the volcano will never erupt.
dia, China, and Afghanistan. Jones20 pages, $34.95. Just because nuclear weapons have
lays out these key issues and shows North Korea is a threat to the freenot been used since 1945 does not
why they are important for the regionworld today, just as it was a threat inmean that they could not be used
and the world. January 1968 when it seized the US8gain.
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Most of the book deals with the laincy, 1860-1920is a history of Camill, Al Hubbard, and Ron Kovic
various treaties (Strategic Arms Limi- U.S. military chaplaincy in the Army and is almost fawning in his descrip-
tation Treaty, Strategic Arms Reduc-and Navy. Richard M. Budd analyzegtion of what he calls their “thirty
tion Treaty, Antiballistic Missile six periods in the chaplaincy’s devel-years of activism, readjustment, and
Treaty, and Nuclear Nonproliferation opment: colonial, Civil War, post-Civil healing,” paying scant attention to
Treaty) between the United Statesvar, Spanish American, World War |, other less confrontational Vietnam
and the former Soviet Union. As theand post-World War |. He discussesseterans groups.
successor state to the Soviet Uniorhow the chaplaincy evolved and Nicosia also addresses the battles
the Russian Federation controls théow the military relates to chaplains.that returning veterans had with the
majority of the nuclear weapons thatHe also examines the different de\eterans Administration (\A). Many
belonged to the Soviet Union. Agree-nominations and how they relateabuses occurred in the treatment of
ments to reduce the numbers of theseithin the Chaplain Corps and theVietham veterans at the hands of the
weapons have been ongoing forArmed Forces. VA and other government agencies
some time. The book gives a keen perspecever the issues of Agent Orange and

Although Cimbala lays oubead tive on Army chaplaincy. Discussionspost-traumatic stress disorder. How-
Volcanothematically, he has ar- concerning rank, uniforms, connec-ever, Nicosia throws away any
ranged it chronologically, detailing tivity with enlisted soldiers, and re- chance to provide an objective cri-
exhaustive calculations relating tolationships with commanders soundique of these abuses by continually
the hypothetical use of nuclearfamiliar although the dialog might citing the stereotypical statistics
weapons between the United StateBave occurred 100 years ago. about Vietham veterans and their
and Russia. The book’s weakness is | recommend this book to all chap-rates of drug abuse, homelessness,
that the topic of nuclear relationslains and their assistants, especiallguicide, unemployment, and crime. In
changes quickly, and it is arguablethose new to the Chaplain Corps. Imost cases, these statistics have
today that there is more of a threashould be on the reading list for thebeen proven grossly inaccurate.
from smaller states than from RussiaChaplain Officer Basic Course andLapsing into an emotionalism that

The book’'s main strength lies inthe chaplain’s assistant Advance Inpervades this large book, Nicosia

hypothetical facts and figures, anddividual Training. passionately attacks the VA when he
the chapter about the spread of CH (LTC) Thomas C. Condry, could have been more effective by
nuclear weapons to countries out- USA, Conyers, Georgia simply stating what happened. Un-
side the current nuclear family is quite fortunately, his message is lost in all

relevant, since it is based on curren . ; the passion.
world events. The chapter discusseggmﬁq-@tﬁz' Mﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁg%,‘geﬂ?d Veterans who came back from Viet-
the possibility of nonnuclear coun- Nicosia, Crown Publishers, NY, 2001, 689 ham and protested against America’s
tries producing nuclear weaponspages, $35.00. continued involvement in the war
with special attention given to North  Gerald Nicosia, a former draft re-certainly had the hard-won right to
Korea and Iraq. Cimbala underscoresister who felt he had “a moral dutyorganize and protest if they so
the fact that Pakistan and Indianot to fight in Vietham,” tells how a chose. Their story deserves to be
which have nuclear weapons nowhandful of disillusioned veteranstold in a fair and objective manner.
are striving to produce more power-formed the Vietham Veterans AgainstNicosia has failed in his effort to do
ful weapons that have longer rangeshe War (VVAW). The book ad- so. For this reason, | do not recom-
Dead Volcanaadds value to the dresses an area in the war’s historynend the book.
defense community in its analysisthat has received little attention. Over  James H. Willbanks,Ph.D., USA,
of nuclear relations; something ev-a 10-year period, Nicosia interviewed Fort Leavenworth, Kansas
eryone in the defense community600 men who had served in the Viet-
should be at least familiar with andnam war and who became active i
concerned about. The book mighthe antiwar movement or worked asn][%s!zﬁclﬂsrglz Q'SgFfﬁéh
not appeal to a general audience beveterans’ advocates. Vehicles Roger Dy Launius and Dennis
cause of its technical tone, but it is  Although Nicosia is not a histo- R jenkins, eds., University Press of Ken-
relevant, and anyone with an inter+ian, one would expect that he wouldtucky, Lexington, 2002, 519 pages,
est in peace studies, foreign policyhandle the topic in a fair, objective $49.95. ,
or military affairs should read it. manner; however, he did not. The What is the space shuttle’s future?
CPL David J. Schepp, perception that he would be un-How will NASA recover from the
Fort Benning, Georgia  biased was quickly dispelled whenFebruary 2003 space shuttle disas-
he described in the prologue theter? Aﬁ%éhe ansxvers to;these ques-
i “dreaded lifelong stigma of the tions hidden In the past
SE\/Re\IQNG TWO MASTERS: The \;01nam veteran.” Such emotional To Reach the High Frontier: A
pment of American Military A : .
Chaplaincy, 1860-1920Richard M. 9eneralizations pervade the book, reHistory of U.S. Launch Vehiclete-
Budd, University of Nebraska Press, Lin- vealing that Nicosia is more advo-scribes the history and the tragedies
coln, 2002, 191 pages, $45.00. cate than anything else. He clearlyand triumphs of NASA and the mili-
Serving Two Masters: The Devel-empathizes with VVAW leaders suchtary. The book details how science
opment of American Military Chap- as Jan Barry, Larry Rottman, Scotffiction has turned into reality. The
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heroes are the scientists, inventordRuggero also includes incidents ofover much further. Citing evidence
designers, project managers, and vipoor performance by some unit leadabout the productivity and resources
sionaries who saw the potential ofers. For example, Colonel Jamedost through personnel turnover, they
rockets. The biggest hero is PresiGavin, commander of the 505th RCTmake a strong case for the dangers
dent John F. Kennedy, whose narelieved one of his battalion com-and costs of lost knowledge. For
tional goal of sending a man to themanders just days before the dropArmy officers and noncommissioned
moon and back energized the develThe executive officer (XO) who as- officers who have seen the difficul-
opment of rockets and encouragedumed command and the captaities that turnover creates in units
civilian and military cooperation. who became the battalion XO facedacross the Army, this is hardly a dif-
This well-footnoted book details many challenges. How they con-ficult case to make.
the history of U.S. rockets and pro-fronted them is of interest and offers As the authors proceed with their
pellants from World War Il to mod- the reader insight into the leadershigroposal, it becomes clear that con-
ern space flights when there werechallenges with which new com- tinuity management will take consid-
amazing advances in fuels, enginesnanders must deal during imminenterable time and effort for organi-
targeting, materials, and rocket bodcombat. zation’s choosing to adopt the strat-
ies; however, the high cost of these Much of the story of the airborne egy. The authors argue that the prac-
developments forced the space proassault on Sicily is detailed in othertice of continuity management is
gram to develop a reusable platbooks; Ruggero tells the paratroopmore than just another management
form—the space shuttle. ers’ story. His storytelling style makesfad, but | am not entirely convinced.
The space shuttle is America’sthe book entertaining, and | recom- Although the book is fairly easy
primary vehicle into space for themend it for readers who enjoy read4o read, it might not hold the atten-
near future. The best way to helping personal accounts of battle.  tion of Army readers who cannot

NASA recover from the latest disas- LTC Robert J. Rielly, USA, implement these serious reforms.
ter is to have a goal that can again Fort Leavenworth, Kansas Readers with interests in preserving
inspire and captivate the Nation into unit knowledge might find the book

looking even further into space.  ~oNTINUITY MANAGEMENT: useful and integrate the practices into
MAJ Herman Reinhold, USAF,  preserying Corporate Knowledge and  their work. For the most part, how-
Yokota Airbase, Japan. pyodyctivity When Employees Leave, €Vver, continuity management seems

Hamilton Beazley, Jeremiah Boenisch, andd0oo ambitious for most leaders or
. David Harden, John Wiley & Sons, New giaff officers to adopt
COMBAT JUMP: The Young Men  vork, 2002, 269 pages, $29.95. pt.

Who Led the Assault into Fortress Written by a former business .. In the future, as information opera-
Europe, July 1943,Ed Ruggero, Harper- y tions become more critical for Army

Collins Publishers, New York, 2003, 400 Professor at George Washington,iss ang private corporations, these
pages, $24.95. University (GWU) and two Air Force 4o .phiques might be part of larger

Ed Ruggero'Combat Jump: The captains who earned their mastersi o, mation management or knowl-
Young Men Who Led the Assaulflégrees at GWWContinuity Man- g6 management responsibilities.
into Fortress Europe, July 1948 agement: Preserving Corporate o ever it is unlikely that continu-
the story of the airborne assault orknowledge and Productivity Whenjy " management will dominate unit
Sicily told through stories from Employees Leavackles a pressing o icies to the extent the authors
soldiers and leaders of the 505tHssue for military units: personnel z 4 ocate.

Regimental Combat Team (RCT). Al-turnover. Major Donald Vandergriff CPT Matthew J. Morgan, USA,
though the book is interesting, readPreviously called attention to the Schofield Barracks, Hawaii
ers will not find many enlightening Problem of personnel turnoverTine

insights or revelations. Much of the Path to Victory: Americas Army and
information about the creation of thethe. Revolution in Human Affairs THE NORTH KOREAN REVO-
first airborne units, their training, (Presidio Press, Novato, CA, 2002)%2;;'23'?5“ }gggtig‘r’%gsl&’gﬁ; anTe
personnel lost to create additionaRnd Chief of Staff of the Army, o v crares k. Amstrong, Cornell
units, the replacement system, angeneral Peter J. Schoomaker f?fguqq(fmiversi’ty Press, NY, 2004, 265 pages,
shipment overseas will be familiar tofor a move to “unit manning” in a $39.95.
those who have read unit historiespeech at the Association of the U.S. In The North Korean Revolution:
or other personal narratives concernArmy Annual Meeting in October 1945-1950 Associate Professor of
ing World War II. 2003. History and Director of the Center for
Ruggero provides a good under- Hamilton Beazley and CaptainsKorean Research at Columbia Uni-
standing of small-unit actions, in- Jeremiah Boenisch and David Hardewersity Charles K. Armstrong exam-
cluding the first night parachute propose a solution to this problem.ines North Korea’s formative period
assault during World War Il and com-In some ways, unit standing operatbetween World War Il and the Ko-
bat leader challenges during theng procedures and continuity filesrean war, when Kim Il Sung and the
battle for Sicily. Participants’ actions accomplish some of the objectivesDemocratic People’s Republic of
during the drop offer examples ofthat the authors develop @ontinu- Korea rose to power.
the courage and ingenuity of the ofity Managementbut the authors  Armstrong's book is extensively re-
ficers and men of the 505th. Buttake the subject of personnel turnsearched and replete with footnotes
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to Korean, U.S. military, and Soviet ONE WORLD: The Ethics of Global-  people far away—true strangers,
source documentation. Arm-strongization, Peter Singer, Yale University culturally and religiously. The sim-
reviewed over 1.6 million pages ofpgelsg's'\‘e"" Haven, CT, 2002, 208 pagesp|istic fighting for “the good old
documents that U.S. forces captured™ 5 ;.. , . U.S.A.” is sliding into the dustbin of
during the Korean war. The book isEtPeter Singer'ne World: The history, and those who live in the

. . hics of Globalizatiordeals with :
not easy to read, but it provides gy opa| warming, world trade, interna- 25t Centurgjhmoﬂlngfn%\ﬁYaLehog this.

wealth of factual information and his- 5
: . tional law, and the concept of com- Yukon. Oklahoma
torical background that increases th unity. The book concludes with a '

persistent reader’s understanding of 5| for a better world. If all this

North Korea’s communist history soynds familiar, it should. Globaliza- TO DESTROY A CITY: Strategic
and present idiosyncrasies. tion has been extensively examined®ombing and its Human Conse-
Armstrong attempts to dispel thefom the political perspective. How- quences in World War I, Herman Knell,

traditional Western view that commu-ever, Singer takes an ethical ratheggzgg?o Press, NY, 2002, 352 pages,
nist North Korea is the creation andthan the customary political ap- Herman Knell, a retired Canadian

Fuppet regime of the Soviets. He deproach in his writing. ..., citizen, was a teenage German boy
ineates an important, yet limited,  To Singer, ethics is a modified gri i
Soviet role in the early years of Northtjlitari aon hina h I during World War 1l. The Allies
Korea’s communist government In‘l‘Jtl o hieh Tenunoe.area bombed” his hometown of
mmt nent. IN“consequentialism, Wh|ch.reqU|resWurzburg’ Germany, during the
Armstrong’s view, the Soviet and that benefits must outweigh cost;, ks of World Killi
North Korean relationship is better ' icap St weeks of World War 1l, killing
. ! Ip 1S beliereven legal actions can be unethicab 0o civilians and leaving 90,000
defined as the “Koreanization” of if they violate this rule. Under con- homeless.
Soviet communism, rather than thesequentialism, the nation-state falls “knell's personal experiences of
Sovietization” of North Korea. short because it is unjust in mattersosing his family home in one area
While Armstrong acknowledges So-of ecology, economics, justice, hu-and his family's business in another
viet and Chinese influences in themanitarian aid, and other human congaye him a lifelong desire to find out
formation and early development ofcerns. Current world organizationsyhy his particular city was bombed,
communist North Korea, he arguesare insufficient. Even the UN is in- even though it had no apparent mili-
that there was an independent anslalid because it is not based on any,yy value and its destruction served
uniquely Korean adaptation of Japa-expression of popular will. only to impede the Allies’ post-war
nese, Soviet, and Chinese influences Throughout the book, Singer usegecovery efforts. He also wanted to
that resulted in the complete transthe United States as the epitome oknow whether the concept of city
formation of North Korean society what needs to change, and sees sugldmping has any moral or legal sup-
between 1945 and 1950. actions as ethically unacceptable irbort. The former question is a foot-
Armstrong devotes substantiala world becoming increasingly inter- note to history, but multiplied a hun-
attention to other important facets ofnational. For example, he stressegred times or more, it raises serious
North Korea’s history, including the that the United States— questions for historians when they
cult of Kim Il Sung; the role of film, _ 0 Refuses to ratify the Kyoto gyajyate the decisions of war. The
literature, and education in shapinglreaty on global warming and is by |atter question has implications to all
the North Korean people to a com-far the worst emitter of greenhouseynho conduct war now and in the
munist model; the Korean participa-9ases. ) _ i future.
tion in Chinese guerrilla activities in 0 Contributes little foreign aid or  Knell gives a tight, simplified ver-
Manchuria against Japanese occup&haritable giving and what it doessjon of the development of air war
tion forces; and the communists’ ef-give is pathetically inadequate. strategy by the Allies, from World
fective use of land reform and other 0 Participates only in world bod- war | through World War 1I. He de-
programs to garner party suppories it dominates. scribes how the British, victims of
from the lower societal classes. o Operates under the obsoleteGerman area bombing in World War
The book is probably more ap-nationalistic cliché that “might makes|, had to disproportionately transfer
pealing as a reference or a serioudght.” _ ) resources from their military venture
reading assignment for avid political  The book might seem peripheral toto protect citizens and how, at first,
science or Korean history enthusiastéhe concerns of the military becauseserman terrorism seemed to deter-
than it is to military historians or the military is one of the last bastionsmine even high-level British war
soldiers. However, while the averageof nationalism in an increasingly in- policy.
reader might not want to read theternational world. However, the mili- ~ Britain advocated intensive area
entire book, he will find that Arm- tary of the future has to supportbombing to destroy enemy morale,
strong has divided the book intothose interventions that the internawhile America advocated daytime
logical chapters that make specifictional community finds valid. Those precision bombing against key in-
aspects of North Korean historywho put their lives on the line would dustrial targets. Knell's research
readily accessible. be wise to have a legitimate, livableshows a lesser known point: ele-
CPT Jeffrey J. Kuebler, USA, rationale for what they do. They will ments of the U.S. Army Air Force
Lexington, Kentucky be committing themselves to war for(USAAF) also advocated area bomb-
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ing (in fact, area bombing was the pri-straightforward narrative of battle intriguing topics. For instance, many
mary means to bring Japan to itscommand at the tactical level. Thishave seen the Hollywood enactment
knees, aided in large part by nucleaengrossing story will appeal to his-of the chaos surrounding the beach
weapons). The USAAF escalated itory buffs and academicians alikelandings in Normandy portrayed in
area bombing in Europe, althoughbecause the author, General Donalthe movieSaving Private Ryan
Knell suggests that such terror bombY. Bennett, U.S. Army, Retired, expe-(DreamWorks, Glendale, CA, 1998)
ing was not politically acceptable. rienced the battlefields of World War Bennett's depiction maintains the
Knell's book is a combination of 11, survived to tell about them, thenchaotic nature of the landings that
personal reporting of the effects onserved at the highest ranks of thdateful day. However, he brings a
citizens exposed to area bombing an@).S. military. sense of reality to the density of sol-
personal commentary on the debate Each year, hundreds of books argliers involved in the beach assault.
over the legality and efficacy of suchpublished about World War Il. Most ~ Another revealing insight is Ben-
warfare. His questions of morality, le-are written by historians trying to nett’s version of the infamous “slap-
gality, efficacy, and alternative op- capture the essence of battle fronping incident” that caused so much
tions demand more extensive studymanuscripts, notes, or diaries of footurmoil for General George S. Patton
LTC Dana K. Drenkowski, USA,  soldiers who after 60 years or so atin Sicily. Such first-hand accounts
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas tempt to capture their experiences amake this book better than the aver-
enlisted men. However, Bennett'sage World War Il history.

. experiences as a lieutenant colonel at Honor Untarnishedan enduring
Egm%ﬁagg[ﬁ?wesntﬁ%f'?‘Nvgﬁzt the tactical level of command providecontribution to the successes of men
War Il, General Donald V. Bennett (Ret) @ Unique perspective on the operawho fought the Nation’s greatest
and William R. Forsichen, Forge Books, tional reasoning behind his units’war, pays tribute to the members of
New York, 2003, 320 pages, $25.95.  actions in North Africa, Normandy, the 58th and 62d Armored Attillery

What setdHonor Untarnished: A and the infamous Battle of the Bulge Battalions in which Bennett served
West Point Graduate's Memoir in  Bennett and co-author William R. so proudly in defense of freedom.
World War llapart from most World Forstchen, an acclaimed military au- LTC Dominic J. Caraccilo,
War Il memoirs is its candor; it 8 thor, bring the truth to bear on some USA, Vincenza, Italy

"rletters

Ethical Decisionmaking that he had hoped to avoid. There are By threatening or torturing the
BRIG N.B. GrantAVSM, Retired, rules for situations like this, but if he civilian into cooperating, thereby
Pune, India—In “Officership: Char- follows them, good men will die. . . . saving the lives of his men, the lieu-
acter, Leadership, and Ethical “The lieutenant in the scenario hagenant best serves the interest of his
Decisionmaking” Kilitary Review a choice. He can torture or threatertountry and the men under his com-
March-April 2003), Major Charles A. to torture the civilian into cooperat- mand, even if this means violating the
Pfaff poses the following problem: “A ing, or he can decide to not torturdaw of war—and possibly paying
platoon is on a rescue mission. Twaor threaten to torture the civilian andthe price with his career.
members of the platoon are trappeeffectively leave his men to die. Un-
on a hill and under fire. Both soldiersfortunately for the lieutenant, the _
are seriously wounded:; within a fewdecision is not a simple one. If heDeuce-Four Lacking
hours, they will be dead. Between thechooses the first option, he violates Ferdinand E. Bank$)epartment
platoon and the two soldiers is athe law of war. If he chooses the secof Economics, The University of
minefield, which the platoon must ond option, he will have directly con- Uppsala (Swedenry-In September-
breach or go around if they are to getributed to his men’s deaths”[66]. October 2003Military Reviewpub-
to the trapped soldiers in time. As the My answer to the lieutenant’s di- lished “The 24th Infantry Regiment:
platoon leader ponders his optionslemma is simple; follow the Indian The ‘Deuce-Four’ in Korea,” by Lieu-
he notices a civilian picking his way Military Academy’s credo, attributed tenant Colonel Bradley Biggs, [U.S.
through the minefield. Obviously he to Field Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode: Army, Retired], who commanded a
knows where the mines are. The lieu=The safety, honour and welfare ofcompany in the 24th Infantry Regi-
tenant detains the civilian, but theyour country come first, always andment—an all black company—during
man refuses to lead the platoorevery time. The honour, welfare andthe Korean war.
through the minefield. The lieutenantcomfort of the men you command  Biggs described equipment short-
offers several enticements to get th&eome next. Your own ease, comfortages in his company when it arrived
man to cooperate, but the man conand safety come last, always andn Korea. According to Biggs, the
tinues to refuse. There is no way heevery time.” (See on-line awww. company lacked everything except
is going back through the minefield.image.org/>accessed 19 Novemberpersonal weapons. These days it is
The lieutenant must make a decisior2003.) possible to hear a great deal about
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things like the lack of training in Ja- have held professorships in econom- B R
pan and equipment shortages irics and finance in about 10 countriesR€buttal—*Duece-Four”
Korea. and | expect to receive another visit- Lieutenant Colonel Bradley Biggs,
| left the 24th Infantry Regiment ing position soon. Much of my time U.S. Army, Retiree- will not reply
about 7 months before the Korearis spent researching military sectiondn detail here [to Mr. Banks]. | do not
war started. During my 15 monthsof libraries, and | am amazed at thavant to start a “slug-fest.”
with the regiment, | was a squadnonsense that is printed about the
and section leader of machinegungorean and Vietnam wars. What youKudos for “Deuce-Four”
and 75-millimeter recoilless rifles. do not expect, however, is to find Steve Dark,Concord, Califor-
| was also in the 81-millimeter mor- this kind of nonsense in tihdilitary nia—I am reading Stanley Wein-
tar platoon. | do not remember anyReview traub’sMacArthur's War: Korea and
equipment shortages in our com- Let me solve the mystery of whythe Undoing of an American Hero
pany or any other company in thethings were the way they were in thgTouchstone Books, New York, 2001).
regiment. early days of that war. The United[While doing research about the
As for the training, after | was fired States did not immediately send evKorean war on the Internet,] |
from my engineering job in Los ery combat aircraft they had tostumbled acrosMilitary Review's
Angeles, | reenlisted in 1953. | do Korea. As for the reason why theysite, specifically Lieutenant Colonel
not recall the training | received atdid not—well, as a former member ofBradley Biggs's excellent article in
that time as being any better tharthe “deuce-four” who considers him-the September-October 2003 issue.
that | received when | was in Japanself the best economics teacher in thevhat a great article and wonderful
Since my days with the 24th, 1world, | am not interested. resource. Thank you.

80 March - April 2004 1 MILITARY REVIEW



